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The workshop aims to explore the extent of the anticipated exceedances 
of the NO2 limit values in 2010 and the measures required to bring the UK 
into compliance by 2015.  
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Introduction

The EU Limits for nitrogen dioxide (NO2) must be attained by 2010 unless the UK Government applies to 
the European Commission for a time extension.  An extension will only be allowed if the Government 
can provide a robust case, demonstrating that there is an action plan in place that will ensure that limit 
values will be met.

The main cause of poor air quality is emissions from road traffic and currently there are NO2 
exceedances along 3,500km of busy roads across the UK. Work undertaken for Defra by AEAT suggests 
that in the absence of further action, 849km of roads in the UK could fail the annual mean objective.  
Currently 208 local authorities have declared Air Quality Management Areas for one of the objectives, 
from London Boroughs to small market towns in rural areas.  However, CIWEM fears that current 
monitoring of NO2 could be failing to pick up localised exceedances which occur as a result of 'town 
canyon' effects that commonly occur in small, non-bypassed market towns where buildings sit very 
close to busy through-roads.  It warns that effects such as this could make the scale of the problem far 
greater than Defra is currently planning for.

This issue will be the main focus of discussion at CIWEM's forthcoming policy workshop on compliance 
with EU Limit Values for Nitrogen Dioxide, to be held in London on 24th September.

CIWEM Executive Director, Nick Reeves, said:  "We are concerned that there might be rather too much 
focus on the obvious targets when it comes to tackling NO2 - busy roads in large towns and cities.  But 
there could be a whole legion of forgotten towns - those historic towns in more rural areas where 
buildings sit close to the main road and prevent the pollution from dispersing.  Here you get quite 
significant spikes in NO2 pollution which, although very localised, seem to occur in quite typical 
locations, and there are many such towns in the UK.  For their residents, this is a serious issue."

Aims and key questions

The seminar aims to explore the extent of the anticipated exceedances of the NO2 limit values in 2010 
and the measures required to bring the UK into compliance by 2015.  The workshop is timed to feed 
into Defra’s consultation on the time extension for achieving the NO2 limit values. 

The seminar will raise a number of timely questions which we hope the debate will help further 
including:

• By focusing on national data and largely ignoring Local Air Quality Management data, as in 
the development of the 2007 Air Quality Strategy, is Defra underestimating the problem?  For 
example, will small market towns, where high levels of NO2 have been measured, be 
overlooked, because they don’t show on the national modelling?

• What are the measures being considered by Defra? 

• What is the real world evidence of the efficacy of the measures being considered?  

• Are there further measures that should be considered?

Defra are likely to be launching a consultation on this topic in the autumn.
The debate is further elaborated in the CIWEM Policy Statement which can be downloaded from the 
conference webpage (www.coastms.co.uk) or CIWEM website (www.ciwem.org/policy/policies) 
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Programme

13.00 – 13.10  Chairman’s introduction, Michael Bull, Arup

13.10 – 13.45 Robert Vaughan Defra, 
(20 minute presentation + 15 minute Q&A)

13.45 – 14.20  John Stedman AEA Technologies, 
(20 minute presentation + 15 minute Q&A)

14.20  - 14.35   Coffee/tea break

14.35 – 15.10 Simon Newcombe   Mid-Devon District Council
(20 minute presentation + 15 minute Q&A)

15.10 – 16.00 Claire Holman, PBA and CIWEM Air Panel Chair Have we answered the questions?  
Facilitated Panel discussion:
Concluding remarks
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The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is an independent professional body 
and registered charity, advancing the science and practice of water and environment management for a clean, 
green and sustainable world. www.ciwem.org  
The Venue: The venue is the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), Russell Square, London. This is a new, air 
conditioned lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists; there will be ample space 
to accommodate the anticipated delegate numbers.
Accommodation:   There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a 
hotel list when they book.
The Organisers:  The seminar is being organised by  Bob Earll of Coastal Management for Sustainability  (CMS), in 
partnership with CIWEM. 

Seminar fee:    
Seminar fee                                            £45               VAT £6.75 £51.75

• The fee includes food and refreshments and the conference papers
• Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking

Conditions:

• Payment may be by cheque, BACS , credit card or online at www.coastms.co.uk 
• Cheques( made payable to ‘CMS’) should  be sent to: CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU
• For BACS payments please return the booking form first for an invoice to be raised
• Invoices will be issued as the standard response
• Confirmation of registration will be acknowledged on receipt of booking form
• Receipts will be issued on payment
• Payment should be completed BEFORE the event; otherwise entry may be refused
• Payment is due for all cancellations within ten working days of the meeting. Refunds(less £20 administration 

charge) will only  be issued for cancellation more than ten working days of the meeting; substitutes are 
permitted.

Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone / Fax   01531 890415  Joining details  – maps, directions and hotels – 
programme are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or Email:  bob.earll@coastms.co.uk
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Name____________________________________Organisation______________________________________________
 (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]        

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________    Telephone / Fax ________________________________

 Are you a CIWEM member (please tick) Yes / No?   

It is essential for both pre and post conference communication that we have your email address:

Email address _______________________________________ Job Title _________________________________________  

I am happy for my Email address to be included on the CMS Emailing System   Y / N

I am happy to receive CIWEM email updates Y / N     

Please register _______place / s   Total amount__________________   Your  ref. / order number ___________________

I wish to pay by BACS/Credit Card/Cheque(please delete)    Name on  card________________________

Credit Card number

Expiry date  We will need to phone you to complete your payment processing
or you can book & pay online at www.coastms.co.uk

Please return completed booking forms to:         CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU   
Cheques should be made payable to ‘CMS’ Tel/fax 01531 890415    VAT No: 742 4367 34  CUB260308  EV3 2009
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