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World Wetlands Day Conference 2010 

February 2-3  Peterborough 

 
Background to the conference   World Wetlands Day (WWD) marks the signing of the Convention on 

Wetlands on 2 February 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of the Caspian Sea. This 

meeting is supporting key ideas outlined in the RAMSAR convention. The World Wetlands Day 

conferences have become major events for the wetland community as a whole to meet and share 

their views.  

 

The aim of the conference is to bring together the UK wetland community, to explore the 2010 Ramsar 

theme of looking at wetlands and biodiversity in the context of climate change by considering coastal, 

lowland and upland wetlands and the links (or lack thereof) between policy, research and practice.  

 

The conference will span two days with a one day conference in Peterborough on the 2nd February, and 

a conference dinner that evening, plus an optional field trip and guided visits to The Great Fen and 

Paxton Pits on February the 3rd. 

 

The objectives of the event are to: 

• To mark World Wetlands Day and use it to take a look at wetland conservation in the UK. 

• To look at the similarities and differences in taking action for wetland biodiversity in three very 

different habitats coastal, lowland and upland wetlands 

• To explore the way that policies, research and practical action need to be joined together to 

help deliver the most effective outcomes 

• To bring together the wetland constituency so that it can meet and share experiences in a 

variety of settings, not least by looking at two very significant case examples in terms of the 

Great Fen and Paxton pits. 

 

Who should attend?  The meeting is intended to be of direct value to: 

 

• Site practitioners who have to meet the specific challenges of site management on a day to 

day basis and may be planning for climate change adaptation. 

• Policy officers who are responsible for drafting policies on wetlands and biodiversity which inform 

effective practical adaptation and mitigation project, and give clarity to the impacts of climate 

change. 

• Researchers who can update on the latest objective thinking on wetland biodiversity and 

functioning in the face of climate change. 

• Regulators who make the critical links between policy and schemes on the ground 

• The wetland community who need to be fully aware of the direction climate change is pushing 

biodiversity change in the different wetland habitats 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Field Trip  – February 3rd 

 
In addition to the conference programme outlined overleaf with the conference dinner in the Bull 

Hotel Peterborough, a field trip to the Great Fen and Paxton pits has been arranged. Buses will 

leave Peterborough railway station at 9.00 on the 3rd and return by 4.00pm [There is a car park at 

the station]. Alan Bowley who is the site manager of the Great Fenn site will co-ordinate the site 

visit.  Later in the day James Stevenson will lead a tour of the Paxton Pits site where aggregate 

extraction and wetland creation are going hand in hand.   
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February 2-3  Peterborough 

 

Programme 

Bold confirmed  

9.45 Welcome 

9.50 Introduction:  Chairman: David Stroud JNCC 

 Ramsar context – picture from elsewhere in UK and overseas 

 

10.00 Keynote: Marcel Silvius Wetlands International 

Presentation: 15mins   Discussion:     5 mins 

 

10.20   Chair – Policy introduction Coastal Wetlands               Amy Parrott Environment Agency   

10.25 Tidal barrage analogues and estuarine process          Roger Morris   consultant 

10.45 Humber Estuary strategy implementation                     Philip Winn Environment Agency  

11.05 Cley habitat loss and replacement  

Peter Doktor Environment Agency   Steve Henson Norfolk Wildlife Trust 

11.25 Discussion points around ecological linking of coastal sites 

11.45 Lunch 

 

12.35 Chair – Policy introduction - Upland habitat restoration         Christine Reid Natural England    

12.40    Hydrological and biochemical responses to upland restoration in the South Pennines 

Clive Agnew, Tim Allot and Martin Evans  Manchester University 

13.00  Peat bogs and climate change mitigation                 Richard Lindsay University of East London 

13.20  Rewetting the uplands: integrating the needs of the historic and natural environments on 

 Exmoor                                         David Smith and Rob Wilson-North Exmoor National Park 

13.40 Discussion 

14.00 Coffee 

 

14.30 Chair – Policy introduction Lowland wetland creation and restoration   

Alastair Burn Natural England    

14.35 SUDS – habitat values and water chemistry-ecology interactions Kate Heal Edinburgh University 

14.55 WIMBY – Wetlands In My Back Yard    Seb Buckton WWT   

15.15 Changes in  wetland adaption and biodiversity; palaeoecological studies from the  

                Holocene of southern Fenland   Steve Boreham Cambridge University 

15.35 'Wetlands: A Basket Full of Community Benefits' 

Helen Stark Royal Haskoning 

15.55 Discussion Land banking – replacing wetland habitat – competition with food production 

 

16.15 Short break 

16.25 CIWEM Living Wetlands Award   Presentation from past winner   Jenny Wheeldon Natural England                    

16.40 Presentation of Marsh Award       Brian Marsh OBE, Chairman of the Marsh Christian Trust 

16.55 Close 

19.00 for 19.30 Dinner Bull Hotel, Peterborough        
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The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is an independent professional body 

and registered charity, advancing the science and practice of water and environment management for a clean, 

green and sustainable world. www.ciwem.org     

The Venue: The venue is The Deafblind UK Conference Centre in Peterborough.    This is a new, air conditioned 

lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists; there will be ample space to 

accommodate the anticipated delegate numbers. 

Accommodation:  There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a 

hotel list when they book. 

The Organisers: The conference is being organised by Bob Earll of Coastal Management for Sustainability (CMS), in 

partnership with CIWEM.  

Conference fee:  [VAT at 17.5%]    

Conference fee                                            £125              VAT £21.87       £146.87 

Concession rate*                                           £ 95               VAT £16.62        £111.62 

Group Rate [3 or more paying together]  £110/person         VAT £19.25       £129.25 each 

Full time Post Graduate student/ Retired CIWEM members    £45                 VAT  £7.87         £ 52.87 

NB The conference dinner is an extra payment £ 25.00   VAT £4.37         £29.37 

   
*Our aim is to make the conferences as inclusive as possible. The concession rate applies to individuals and organisations that 

clearly work from limited budgets in the academic or voluntary sector. We will review this on a case by case basis and place 

individuals and organisations on a register for future reference. Please contact us first by email to bob.earll@coastms.co.uk before 

booking if you think you qualify. 
• The fee includes food and refreshments and the conference papers 

• Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking 

Conditions: 

• Payment may be by cheque, BACS , credit card or online at www.coastms.co.uk   

• Cheques ( made payable to ‘CMS’) should  be sent to: CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley,  Glos GL18 2BU 

• For BACS payments please return the booking form first for an invoice to be raised 

• Invoices will be issued as the standard response 

• Confirmation of registration will be acknowledged on receipt of booking form 

• Receipts will be issued on payment 

• Payment should be completed BEFORE the event; otherwise entry may be refused 

• Payment is due for all cancellations within ten days of the meeting.  Refunds (less £20 administration charge)    

will only be issued for cancellation more than ten working days before the meeting; substitutes are permitted 

Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone/Fax 01531 890415  Joining details – maps, directions and hotels – programme 

are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or Email:  bob.earll@coastms.co.uk  
Cyclus print is 100% recycled: Environmental classification: ABCD: 15a/25c/60d/TSO100 Nordic Swan Blue Angel 

�................................................................................................................................................................................. 
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Name____________________________________Organisation______________________________________________ 

 (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]         

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________    Telephone  ________________________________ 

 Are you a CIWEM member (please tick) Yes / No?    

It is essential for both pre and post conference communication that we have your email address: 

Email address _______________________________________ Job Title _________________________________________   

I am happy for my Email address to be included on the CMS Emailing System   Y / N  

I am happy to receive CIWEM email updates Y / N      

Please register _______place / s   Total amount__________________   Your ref. /order number __________________ 

Conference dinner    Bull Hotel  £25+vat (see above)  please register ________ places total ____________________ 

I wish to attend the field trip ___________________ (10 days notice must be given.) 

 

I wish to pay by BACS/Credit Card/Cheque (please delete)    Name on card________________________ 

 

Credit Card number                 

 

Expiry date       We will need to phone you to complete your payment processing 

or you can book & pay online at www.coastms.co.uk  

Please return completed booking forms to:  CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU    
Cheques should be made payable to ‘CMS’ Tel/fax 01531 890415    VAT No: 742 4367 34          EV270110 


