
All about change

Changing coasts
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Changing attitudes
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Changing evidence base



SMP1 – 50 years
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SMP2 – 100 years
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Evolution in management



“Strike the right balance between economic growth and the 
need for further defence of the coastline” - development and coastal 
change
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Tempered by realism.
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Flat Cliff

Epoch 1 – Hold the Line

Epoch 2 – Hold the Line

Epoch 3 – Realignment
Intent to allow the coast to adjust


���������!��������������!���������������
���������!�������������������������� 

Epoch 1 – No Active Intervention

Epoch 2 – No Active Intervention

Epoch 3 – No Active Intervention

Intent to allow the 
coast to adjust



Scales of Interaction



Approach (a)

Approach (b)

Approach (c)

Approach (d)

Movement of Benacre 
Ness

“Excessive complexity of analysis, especially our reliance on the science 
of erosion, can divorce coastal engineering from commonsense”,

Approach (d)

Predicted NAI 
erosion line

Sediment Supply to south



HLT 20yrs possible NAI 
long term

LTS set back
Existing policy MR

With Present Management

Policy for HTL

Within 100 yr erosion 
line



HLT 20yrs

shoreline

Scenario development

Policy for HTL

Flood defence line



Funding and management of this area will, however, 
need to be delivered by various partners.  Without 
such additional funding the default policies would be 
for maintaining defences over the first epoch with a 
withdrawal of flood defence maintenance beyond that 
time. 

Policy Unit Policy Plan

2025 2055 2105 Comment

BEN
6.1

Kessingland
South

HTL

MR MR

The line of defence to the north may
need to be adjusted in the final epoch.
Some form of control would be
envisaged to the south of the area. The
flood defence line would be set back
within Kessingland levels.

BEN
6.2

Kessingland
Levels

HTL

BEN
6.3

Beach Farm MR
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Intent of Management
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Communication & Integration
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