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The Regional Tier

• Not the same in every region
• Government Office – central Government 

in the regionin the region
• Regional Development Agency – drive 

regional economy
• Regional Assembly – Statutory Planning 

Body



Sub-national review

• Joint HMT/ BIS/ CLG review
• Moves regional planning role from Regional 

Assemblies to RDAs and Leaderboards
• RDAs report to one department – BIS
• Local Authorities economic assessment duty
• Regional Ministers and Parliamentary scrutiny





Multiple designations….

Among most 
environmentally rich, 
most scenic and 
economically diverse 
landscapes in country



home to some of our poorest communities…. 

OVERALL-
Worst 10% (black) and 
20% (red) wards 
within East of England

INDEX OF MULTIPLE DEPRIVATION

Home to some of our 
most deprived 
communities, including 
3rd most deprived 
area in the country, 
Jaywick in Essex



Climate and coastal change 
challenges

Challenges of 
climate change; 
fragile, changing 

Government Office 

for the East of England

fragile, changing 
coastline; high 
value agricultural 
land and habitats 
at risk from 
flooding and salting



KEY PARTNERS

• Environment Agency
• Local Authorities represented by Suffolk Coastal District 

Council
• Natural England
• East of England Development Agency• East of England Development Agency
• East of England Regional Assembly
• Sustainability East (our Sustainable Development Round 

Table)
• English Partnerships (now in discussion with Homes and 

Communities Agency)
• Coast-net (linked with wider European partners)
• Norfolk and Essex County Councils



Evidence-base

• EEDA commissioned study on value of coast
• Sustainability East commissioned study on 

policy interaction in case study areas –
Blackwater Estuary, Lowestoft/ Great Yarmouth 
and North Norfolk Coast
Blackwater Estuary, Lowestoft/ Great Yarmouth 
and North Norfolk Coast

• Regeneration and adaptation study
• Review of RSS Coastal policy
• Existing European, national and regional 

evidence



Socio-economic study

• Fourteen districts and unitaries
• Scale: £28bn GVA, 1.6m people, 30% of 

Eastern region, comparable to Northern Ireland
• ‘Chain’ linkage from district to district with high 

levels of self-containment
• Poor socio-economic statistics
• Challenging housing-jobs imbalance
• High value environment coupled with impacts of 

environmental risk – ‘cuspate coast’



Early thoughts from 
governance work

• No real sense that distinctively coastal 
nature of local areas shaping local thinking 
about local priorities;

• Currently no mechanism for establishing • Currently no mechanism for establishing 
an overall vision for the coast;

• Lack of mechanisms to support 
alternatives to coastal defence;

• No or little integration of coastal decisions, 
and more importantly their consequences



Regeneration study

• Considers how regeneration and coastal change 
could be reconciled

• Is it sustainable to regenerate coastal 
communities ?communities in situ?

• Are there alternative approaches to housing led 
regeneration?

• What opportunities does coastal change provide 
to regenerate communities?



Input to RSS Review

• Key to success of Initiative – vision and 
evidence must be reflected in RSS and 
RES and eventual single regional strategyRES and eventual single regional strategy

• Section 4,4 authorities’ advice led by 
Norfolk County Council

• Important because RSS sets policies and 
“boundaries” for LDFs



Questions for the RSS

• are there contradictions in the RSS policies in relation to the coast and how 
can these be resolved?

• How can RSS help break the "build - defend - build" cycle? 
• is there evidence to show that coastal locations can not / should not deliver 

RSS roll forward?
• is there evidence to suggest that the spatial allocation already in RSS needs • is there evidence to suggest that the spatial allocation already in RSS needs 

to be redistributed? 
• what policy is required in the RSS to enable LDFs to take account of coastal 

change e.g. 
– should LDF policies indicate where defences should be maintained;
– should there be a high level policy about relocation;
– should RSS consider where 'non defence' interventions eg resilience measures 

are needed to enable housing growth to be delivered on the coast?
• should policies be set out about the rural coastal areas within distinct spatial 

zones or sub-regions?



Other regions?

• North West – integrated approach 
facilitated by regional Coastal Forum

• East Midlands – cap on housing • East Midlands – cap on housing 
development and strategy to be developed 
to inform the revised RSS

• Yorkshire and Humber – spatially specific 
policy



Questions?

• Further information -
http://www.gos.gov.uk/goeast/environment
_and_rural/environment_issues/Coastal_I_and_rural/environment_issues/Coastal_I
nitiative/?a=42496

• 01223 372506
• Margaret.read@goeast.gsi.gov.uk


