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Welcome to the conference

This information gives the answers to some of the most frequently raised questions that arise at the conferences we organise.

Conference Outputs



· The Power Point presentations and delegate notes will be available shortly after the event on the CMS www.coastms.co.uk  website.  We will notify you by email when these have been placed on the sites.

· The data from the questions posed and a short report will also be made available.

Questions – Bookings – Receipts – In house information
If you have any questions during the event about bookings, finances, or logistics please see Christina Beech at the registration desk; she will be pleased to help.

Timing  
We will try to ensure that the conference runs on time to allow the allocated time for speakers and as importantly for discussion. A bell will be rung 5 minutes before the start of sessions.

Refreshment Breaks  
In running events in London over the last 15 years we have used  two main refreshment breaks during the day that enable us to split the sessions and breaks more evenly.  A sandwich buffet is available in the first break and sweet course during the second.  

Food        There is always ample food at the events and you can come back for more.  Once you have collected your food could you move away from the serving table.  Catering staff are on hand if you need anything, including extra drinks.

Delegate list   A list of the delegates to 16 November is at the end of the delegate notes.

Evaluation form 
There is a questionnaire and evaluation form at the end of delegate notes; your views will help us improve future events. Please leave these at the registration desk along with your badge when you leave.  

NB Valuables 
If you have anything you value keep it with you i.e. do not leave laptops unattended.

Before you leave   Check you haven’t left anything in the conference hall. 

Please also take any leaflets or reports.

‘The marine environment is a precious heritage that must be protected, preserved and, where practicable, restored with ultimate aim of maintaining the biodiversity and providing diverse and dynamic oceans and seas which are clean, healthy and productive. In that respect, this Directive should, inter alia, promote the integration of environmental considerations into all relevant policy areas and deliver the environmental pillar for the future maritime policy for the European Union’

S1, p1 Marine Strategy Framework Directive

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive is clearly a product of its time and it involves a number of key ideas including:

· European Marine Policy:   The MSFD is the environmental ‘pillar’ of what is a coherent view of European marine policy – the EU’s Blue Book; DG Environment are promoting the Directive
· The ecosystem approach in the broadest sense as a way delivering sustainability and well as having regard to ecosystem functioning; as such it links in very closely with UK high level marine policy
· The framework nature of its structure – based on the thinking and development of the Water Framework Directive – thus avoiding a series of individual directives on particular topics
· Socio-economics  The explicit recognition of working to maintain the capacity of the seas to deliver existing goods and services as well as the strong recognition of socio-economic issues

The aim of this conference is to update delegates on the progress with the Marine Strategy Framework Directive in particular to cover the consultation on transposing the MSFD, Good Environmental Status and other implementation issues.  There are five main themes of the conference which:
· Overview    To provide a comprehensive overview of the progress with implementing the MSFD Directive in the UK. This Directive will have implications for all sea users, regulators and researchers and consulting organisations supporting their work

· Transposition     The conference is timed to coincide with the consultation on the transposition of the Directive into UK law. The meeting will be of particular help to those who will be responsible for responding to that consultation. 

· Good Environmental Status is at the heart the MSFD; considerable work is currently underway on preparing a common European view on how the descriptors should be applied. The meeting will be helpful to those people with an interest in the descriptor topics to assess progress on these: biodiversity, non-indigenous species, fish/shellfish, foodwebs, eutrophication, sea floor, contaminants, food quality, marine litter and energy /noise.

· Lessons and perspectives     The level of work on the MSFD will be increasing steadily and key stakeholders will be expressing their views on the Directive. In particular the lessons from work and legal reactions to other Directives are particularly relevant at this point.   The meeting will be especially relevant to stakeholders who are concerned about the way Directives are implemented and the interaction between existing directive and the MSFD. 

· Implementation    The timescale for the implementation is challenging and much more so than for the Water Framework Directive. The lessons of preparing plans and implementation for the WFD have been hard won and depend heavily upon both the supporting science and cost-benefit assessments. The conference will be helpful to stakeholders who are starting to consider the range of measures that implementing Directive will entail.
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Programme

Timing allows for a discussion of the issues after each slot

Session 1   Introduction – Background and Transposition  
9.45 Welcome to the conference


  Stuart Rogers   Cefas
9.50      Slot 1   Overview briefing on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive   David Mottershead Defra


Slot -  15 mins presentation and 5 mins Q&A

Slot 2   The transposition consultation
10.10   The transposition consultation  

   David Mottershead   Defra 

10.25   A viewpoint from a devolved administration      Anna Donald    Marine Scotland

10.40   Discussion        [Two 15 minute presentations and 20 minute discussion]

Slot 3   Good Environmental Status and how the Directive will work 

11.00   Agreeing EU Common criteria and standards         Stuart Rogers   Cefas
11.15   GES Descriptors – what we know and don’t know – outcomes of the Reading workshop 







Kathy Kennedy & Bernadette Eldridge   Cefas

11.30    Discussion  

11.50    Break 1 Sandwich buffet & refreshments

Slot 4   Good Environmental Status – what it is and what should it achieve – perspectives


Chairman: Professor Mike Elliot   Hull University, Institute of Estuarine & Coastal Studies  

12.35    MSFD & GES: Opportunities, challenges and limitations – an NGO view   Sharon Thompson RSPB

12.55    MSFD & GES: Opportunities, challenges and limitations – an Industry view   

Professor Mike Cowling   Sea User & Developer Group & The Crown Estate 

13.15    Impact Assessment - Implementation – costs and benefits – key issues      

Heidi Roberts   &  Steve Hull  ABPmer

 13.35   Discussion     20 minute discussion

 13.55   Break 2     Sweets and refreshments      

14.35   Session 3:  Chairman    Ashley Holt   Marine Fisheries Agency
Slot 5   Looking ahead and lessons for implementation from other measures

14.35   Water Framework Directive    



Roger Proudfoot Environment Agency

14.55   Common Fisheries Policy 



Colin Pringle PISCES & WWF Cymru

15.15   Conservation: Habitats Directive and MPAs

Charlotte Johnston JNCC 

15.35   Monitoring and assessment 


             Colin Moffat   Marine Scotland

15.55   Discussion  20 minute discussion

 16.15   Closing comments Close and refreshments

Overview briefing on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive
The transposition consultation     
David Mottershead

Defra, Zone 2D, Nobel House, Smith Square, London SW1

Tel No:  0207 238 4381    Email:  david.mottershead@defra.gsi.gov.uk
David Mottershead will give an overview of the MSFD, describing how current international efforts to set criteria and measures for GES will lead to the determination of GES, with regional seas convention involvement, in 2012.  That determination will be accompanied by an initial assessment, which must for the first time tackle social and economic issues alongside ecological and environmental ones.  Once GES is determined, it will become the driver for programmes of measures which each Member State must draw up by the end of 2015, to be implemented the following year.  David will also describe how Defra approached the difficult task of assessing the potential costs of the Directive – a stiff challenge given that neither target (GES) nor specific measures can be known at this stage.

Moving on from this general overview, David will introduce the consultation document launched on 30 October, which makes proposals for transposition – the incorporation of the Directive into UK law.  He will describe the arrangements for ensuring that the UK Government and Devolved Administrations work together to produce a coherent Marine Strategy in which the interests of all parties under the Devolution Settlements are protected.

The transposition consultation: a viewpoint from a devolved administration

Anna Donald

Marine Planning Branch, Marine Planning and Policy, Marine Scotland, 1A (South), 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ

Tel No:  0131 244 7400    Email:  anna.donald@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
The transposition of the Directive is being taken forward on a UK basis, with officials from all 4 administrations working together to find a common approach which also accurately represents and takes account of the particular interests of their own area.  This presentation will describe and consider this process from a Scottish perspective.  This will be set against the wider context of emerging agreements between the UK and Scottish Governments on the most effective way to manage the mix of devolved (e.g fisheries, aquaculture) and reserved (e.g. energy, defence) activities  in Scottish waters, both inshore and offshore.  

The presentation will also briefly discuss some aspects of the Scottish marine environment which make it distinct from other parts of UK waters, and possible implications for the process of transposition and ongoing implementation.  
Agreeing EU Common criteria and standards in the Marine Strategy Framework Directive

Stuart Rogers

The Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science, Pakefield Road, Lowestoft, 

Suffolk, NR33 0HT

 Tel No:  01502 524267    Email:  stuart.rogers@cefas.co.uk
The Marine Strategy Framework Directive requires member states (MS) to put in place appropriate measures to achieve good environmental status, however it differs from many directives in that it requires MS to prepare a Marine Strategy.  The Directive recognises that managing human activities to reduce the impacts of human activities is fundamental to the successful implementation of Marine Strategies, so commits MS to an ecosystem-based approach to the management of human activities, so that they can ‘enable the sustainable use of marine goods and services by present and future generations’.

This talk summarises the current activity in Europe to describe how GES could be determined, based on pre-determined descriptors of good status, and the attributes and thresholds that might be relevant in order to achieve it.

It also highlights some of the difficult decisions that remain for MS, particularly in the selection of targets and reference points for the selected indicators, and the availability of data and evidence to assess progress towards them.  

A key feature of the Directive is its’ application to broad scale Regions or Sub-Regions.  While developing their individual Strategies, Member States are expected to collaborate, using existing mechanisms such as the Regional Seas Conventions, to ensure a consistent approach so that the determination of Good Environmental Status is equivalent across the region.  Some of those links are already well embedded but many others are still to be made.
GES Descriptors – what we know and don’t know – outcomes of the Reading workshop
Bernadette Eldridge & Kathy Kennedy
Business Manager – Environment & Ecosystems, Cefas, Pakefield Road, Lowestoft, IP33 0HT

Tel No:  01522 – 562244    Email:  bernadette.eldridge@cefas.co.uk
This talk will present an overview of the main findings of a one day workshop for marine stakeholders (drawn broadly from key Government agencies and the devolved administrations). The session was run on behalf of Defra and was held in November 2008. The day focused towards examining in detail the eleven descriptors of Good Environmental Status (GES) set out within Annex 1 of the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive and considering the UK position on the interpretation of the descriptors and how best to view them being used to meet the aims of the MSFD for the UK and wider regional waters.

The workshop was highly structured in order to encourage participants to focus methodically on building up information, experience and opinions on each of the GES descriptors.

Work was undertaken to ‘Characterise the GES descriptors’ – encouraging participants to specify what exactly each descriptor means for individual marine stakeholders and also for UK waters as a whole. Here the workshop focused upon gaining initial insight into how practically each descriptor needs to be approached across UK waters. Workshop participants also focused upon providing outline indications concerning the adequacy of the knowledge base for each descriptor and also an overview of related (and sometimes conflicting) policy and legislation as well as possible practical management measures relating to each descriptor.

Overarching considerations emerging from the workshop included the requirement for consideration as to how the scale of each descriptor will be applied, both in terms of grasping understanding of it and also when it comes to measuring compliance. Is it possible to really measure each GES descriptor at the Regional Seas scale? How will this work across national boundaries? Where will the threshold be for each descriptor? Also, how are regional level assessments approached, especially the consideration of the GES descriptors in a cumulative manner? Bearing in mind that data quality and extent is highly variable across the different descriptors.

The workshop process also gathered a wide range of views and opinion concerning each of the eleven individual descriptors; all of this is presented within the workshop report.

Reference:

Eldridge & Kennedy, 2008. Workshop to develop a UK position on the interpretation of Good Environmental Status (‘GES’) to meet the aims of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) for UK waters - Synthesis Report of Workshop Findings.

MSFD & GES: Opportunities, challenges and limitations 

– an NGO view
Dr Sharon Thompson

Senior Marine Policy Officer, The RSPB, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2DL
Tel No:  +44 (0)1767 693 198    Fax No:  +44 (0)1767 685 143 (Direct) 

E-mail:  sharon.thompson@rspb.org.uk   

With the Marine & Coastal Access Bill hopefully having received Royal Assent earlier in November, and the Government consulting on the transposition of the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive into national legislation, it is useful to consider what this Directive will deliver for the marine environment. 

In my presentation, I’ll look at the opportunities that the Directive offers for better protection of the marine environment. Alongside the new Marine & Coastal Access Act which will provide many of the tools needed to achieve the objectives of the Directive. I will also look at the shortcomings of the Directive as well as any potential barriers to achieving GES by 2020.

The RSPB, under the banner of the BirdLife International partnership, has been working on the MSFD not only in the UK but also with partner NGOs across Europe

Safeguard Our Sealife with the RSPB - www.rspb.org.uk/supporting/campaigns/sealife 

MSFD: Opportunities, Challenges and Limitations – an Industry View

Professor Mike Cowling

Seabed User & Developer Group (SUDG)and The Crown Estate, 16 New Burlington Place,

London, W1S 2HX

Tel No:  020 7851 5032    Email:  mike.cowling@thecrownestate.co.uk
Summary

The presentation will focus on the issues and implications for marine industries, associated with the Directive and its implementation in the UK. The issues include those of scale; integration; precise interpretations of the GES descriptors; sensitivities; thresholds; natural variation including the effects of climate change; role of socio-economic considerations; etc.

The presentation will also deal with the interpretation of Article 8.1(c) and the associated consequences of the required assessment.

Costs and Benefits of the MSFD: Scoping Study

Heidi Roberts

Principal Consultant, ABPmer, Suite B, Waterside House, Town Quay, Southampton, SO14 2AQ 

Tel No:  023 8071 1888    Email:  hroberts@abpmer.co,.uk    Website:  www.abpmer.co.uk 

The European Commission (EC) Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD; 2008/56/EC) is to be transposed into UK law by 15 July 2010. The objective of the MSFD is to “promote the integration of environmental considerations into all relevant policy areas and deliver the environmental pillar of the future maritime policy for the European Union” (paragraph 3 of the Directive).  

To support transposition and implementation Impact Assessments (IA) need to be produced outlining the anticipated costs and benefits of the policy on a range of government, industry and third sector interests, and the environment.  Therefore, in order to assist the development of its thinking on how to how to approach the assessment of possible costs and benefits which may result from implementing the Directive, the Scoping Study was commissioned by Defra and undertaken by ABP Marine Environmental Research (ABPmer) and Risk and Policy Analysts (RPA).  Defra has used some of the information contained in this Scoping Study to support elements of its initial transposition IA which is now out for public consultation. This presentation discusses the uncertainties associated with developing costs and benefits of implementing the MSFD.  

To provide the IA Team with a range of costs and benefits the project needed to understand how the marine environment is currently managed and how this is likely to change with the introduction of the Directive.  The project also needed to understand the current state of the environment and the additional commitments which may be required to achieve Good Environmental Status (GES).  Due to the level of uncertainty associated with how the GES Descriptors may be interpreted and the extent to which existing policy and legislation is already contributing to GES, three scenarios were developed for each Descriptor. These scenarios provide an indication of the likely outcomes but in reality there will be a mix of different permutations across the GES Descriptors and the scenarios are therefore theoretical only.  

A gap analysis was then undertaken for each GES Descriptor to identify the different measures which may be required to achieve compliance.  For example, additional monitoring and mitigation measures may be required by marine developments to achieve GES 11 (noise) or additional reductions in fishing effort may be necessary to achieve GES 3 (fisheries). 

The presentation will focus upon the methodology used in developing the scenarios and the resulting costs and benefits.  The issues which will be discussed include the uncertainty associated with double-counting between the GES descriptors; how recent and revised legislation will contribute to GES (e.g. WFD, the Marine Bills, and reform of the Common Fisheries Policy); how GES could be interpreted; identification of the benefits and the issue of capturing indirect socio-economic costs and benefits. 

The feasibility study has identified that there are a huge number of assumptions which have to be made, each having different levels of uncertainty associated with them, and even small changes in the assumptions can result in large changes to the resulting cost estimates.  This study was the first outline step in support of the IA and the costs and benefits will be refined further as other studies are completed and further information is available.

References
ABPmer & RPA 2008.   Scoping Study for Elements of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive Impact Assessment Evidence Base (unpublished)

A Water Framework Directive perspective on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive
Roger Proudfoot

Environment Agency, Kingfisher House, Goldhay Way, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire, PE2 5ZR
Tel No:  01733 464113    Email:  roger.proudfoot@environment-agency.gov.uk

Provision 12 of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive makes specific reference to the overlap of MSFD and WFD in coastal waters and the need for the MSFD to address gaps in environmental assessment “in so far as particular aspects of the environmental status of the marine environment are not already addressed through the WFD”. The provision aims to ensure that the two directives are complimentary and unnecessary overlaps are avoided.

Through the UK WFD Technical Advisory Group a great deal of technical work has gone into developing the WFD process in UK surface waters including coastal waters. In implementing MSFD there is a need to take stock of this work and ensure we build upon the approaches developed for WFD. 

Provision 24-27 sets out a similar process to the WFD process of characterisation of marine waters and their pressures and impacts, establishing the characteristics of Good Environmental Status, targets and monitoring programmes and measures to achieve or maintain GES. Whilst some of the descriptors required to be assessed for GES for MSFD are new, the principles of pressures and impacts analysis and classification and monitoring for some of the descriptors are well established for WFD. These principles could be equally applied to MSFD.

The presentation will focus on this technical work and highlight the key learning points and issues from the WFD assessment process which can help the implementation of MSFD. 

Link to UK WFD Technical Advisory Group guidance:

http://www.wfduk.org/
Links to WFD for England and Wales including River Basin District Plans:

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/33106.aspx
How it has happened; progress to date in England and Wales:

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/33238.aspx
Latest DEFRA news on WFD and links to Scotland and Northern Ireland:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/water/wfd/index.htm
CFP & MSFD – commonalities & tensions

  

Colin Pringle

WWF-UK & PISCES Project Manager (Partnerships Involving Stakeholders in the Celtic Sea Ecosystem), WWF Cymru, Baltic House, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff, CF10 5FH

Tel No:  029 2045 4970    Email:  cpringle@wwf.org.uk
 
The Marine Strategy Framework Directive explicitly refers to the Common Fisheries Policy:

 

(9) ‘[the MSFD should]…foster the integration of environmental concerns into other policies, such as the Common Fisheries Policy, the Common Agricultural Policy, and other relevant Community policies.’
 

(40) ‘The Common Fisheries Policy, including in the future reform, should take into account the environmental impacts of fishing and the objectives of this Directive’
 

There are other sections clearly related to the fishing sector, e.g. in terms of fish demography as indicative characteristics of environmental status

 

Given that fishing is significant in terms of impacts and pressures on the marine environment, there are numerous areas of inherent policy commonality and potential tension with the CFP particularly around Good Environmental Status (determination and monitoring); Ecosystem Approach; and regional governance. Socioeconomic aspects of fishing can be difficult to reconcile with environmental protection but given the dependence of fisheries on good environmental health it should be easy to see the benefits. 

 

This presentation will share some of the ideas emerging from the ongoing European Commission consultation on CFP reform, and will consider the potential of this reform process for supporting MSFD implementation. A potential model for assisting in implementing the MSFD and incorporating CFP through the PISCES project will be discussed – where multi sectoral stakeholders can generate guidelines and principles that make sense both from the perspective of a single industry or interest; and also in terms of cumulative environmental pressures and impacts.

 

 

PISCES (Partnerships Involving Stakeholders in the Celtic Sea Ecosystem) is a new LIFE+ project that will support a wide range of stakeholders in the Celtic Sea to generate and share practical guidelines for the implementation of an ecosystem approach
 
Lessons for implementation from other measures: Habitats (and Birds) Directives and MPAs

Charlotte Johnston (speaker) and Annabelle Aish

Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC), Monkstone House, City Road, Peterborough, Cambs 

PE1 1JY 
Tel No: 01733 562626   Email: charlotte.johnston@jncc.gov.uk or Annabelle.Aish@jncc.gov.uk
This presentation focuses on Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), looking at the overall objectives for MPAs under the Habitats (and Birds) Directives, in comparison to the MPA objectives for the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD).  

The Birds and Habitats Directives have been in place since 1979 and 1992 respectively.  Implementation of the MPA requirements under these Directives (Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs)) on land and in coastal areas is largely complete.  Although considerable progress has been made in identifying SACs and SPAs in marine areas in recent years, it will be several years until the Natura 2000 network is complete, and several years after that before effective management of activities in these areas is achieved.  

Information on Marine Protected Areas in UK, including SACs and SPAs can be found on JNCC’s website at http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-4524 and on all UK SACs at http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-23 and all UK SPAs http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-162. 

The presentation then looks at lessons learned for marine nature conservation from implementation of MPAs under the Habitats and Birds Directives, both positive and negative, and some of the recurring difficulties encountered.  It then looks at how some of these lessons have been learnt in developing the MPA requirements within the MSFD, and how others will need to be applied during implementation of the Directive at Member State level.

Some Thoughts on Monitoring and Assessment

Colin Moffat

Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.

Tel No:  01224 295387    Email:  C.Moffat@marlab.ac.uk
Article 11 of Directive 2008/56/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council (The Marine Strategy Framework Directive) outlines that on the basis of the initial assessment made pursuant to Article 8(1) of the MSFD, Member States are required to establish and implement coordinated monitoring programmes for the on-going assessment of the environmental status of their marine waters.

Such programmes have to be implemented on the basis of:

· an indicative list of elements (detailed within the Directive at Annex III); and

· a list of ‘characteristics’ for monitoring programmes set out at Annex V.

The monitoring programmes have to be compatible with marine regions or subregions.  As such, regions or subregions need to be clearly defined.  The issue of scale is becoming an increasingly hot topic, especially in the on-going Good Environmental Status Task Groups (GES TGs), and this will be discussed.

Member States sharing a marine region or subregion are required to draw up monitoring programmes that will ensure consistent monitoring methods across a marine region.  As such, there is a clear role for the likes of OSPAR and this will be illustrated using the OSPAR Co-ordinated Environmental Monitoring Programme (CEMP).

The proposal is not simply to monitor, but to monitor and assess.  This requires there to be suitable assessment criteria.  The development of such criteria is far from straight forward and will be a challenge for all Member States across all descriptors of GES.  This will be illustrated using the assessment criteria agreed by OSPAR for assessing hazardous substances in sediment and biota for the OSPAR Quality Status Report 2010.

Finally, there is a need to integrate (or is it aggregate?), data from many monitoring programmes in order to conclude on GES.  Again, this poses a number of challenges and these will be illustrated using recent examples from developing UK and international reports.
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