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SW Monitored Water Bodies



SW Ecological Status
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Classification “indicators”

Quality
Elements

Phytoplankton
Fish
(TW)

Benthic
InvertebratesMacroalgae InvertebratesMacroalgae

Angiosperms

HydromorphPhysico-
chem



Greatest Risk of 
Misclassification at 
Status boundaries

BAD POOR MODERATE GOOD HIGH

Sample effort
dependent

Indicator Confidence & Risk of Misclassification
Challenge = natural variability, data quantity & qua lity

5

25



Quality Assured

Soft sediment inverts well established (15 
years)years)
Epibiota, macroalgae, fish, phytoplankton 
under development
Needs committed support



Important gap - the spatial problem
Element (“indicator”) Ecol Status 2008 

Benthic Invertebrate (30 sites) Good

Transitional Fish (5 sites) High

Macroalgae Moderate

<Good??

from Davidson et al 1991

Remaining 
intertidal





CCW/EA 
Collaboration

Joint Habitats/WFD 
surveys soft 
sediments
14 surveys over 2 
years
All WFD surveillance 
water bodies & 
Habitats shallow 
inlets, bay and 
sandbank features sandbank features 
monitored
Other collaborations: 
MCS Basking 
sharks, 
Swansea/Cork Uni 
turtle project, Milford 
Haven Environment 
Group
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Fishing pressure 
2007-08
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In summary

WFD provides a foundation for MSFD with 
potential for WFD gap filling

Ongoing potential for collaborationOngoing potential for collaboration

Measures supported by quality, confident and 
compelling evidence


