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It works! - Chinbrook Meadows before and after



1. The purpose of the WFD

Secure and sustainable
supplies of water in the future

Ecological elements measure
sustainable use

Around 75% water bodies fall
to meet WFD standards

Ecosystem services are at risk
— to people and wildlife



2. Affordabllity of the WFD

Affordability hampered by lack of good
data

EA needs to quickly define better the
work and costs of RBMPs

Around 85% cost of first plans borne
by water companies

PRO9 NEP - 1,200 projects, £3.4bn
Less than 5% of the average water bill

Direct WFD element is only £129m
over five years

Faster work now needed to lever
actions and spend from other sectors,
to tackle diffuse pollution for example



3.  WFD water quality objectives

higher water quality does not require
treatments costly in terms of money,
energy and greenhouse gas emissions

Catchment scale interventions,
wetlands and SUDS improve water at
source, rather than at end of pipe

100 catchment scale projects by water
companies, strongly supported in the
OFWAT

Many will also help to achieve multiple
objectives, such as helping to slow the
flow of water and reduce flood peaks



3.  Cost benefit of multi-objective projects

Cost benefit analysis does not
capture well the benefits from
multi-objective schemes

But OFWAT passed many
through its own analysis

More multi-objective schemes
needed by other sectors for
WED delivery

More work and case studies
needed



5. WEFD Implementation issues

Current ambition of 2% improvement
In Eng & Wales is unacceptable

River Basin Management Plans are
Inadequate

Stakeholders cannot use them as a
tool for delivery

‘Implementation guidance’ is needed
urgently from EA

Catchment scale implementation
plans needed, building on good local
examples

Otherwise, secondary legislation
needed for catchment plans
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