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Marine Protected Areas

• Designation and protection of sites is key 
for biodiversity conservation

• Protected sites can be very beneficial in the 
marine environmentmarine environment

• In UK waters they can be established in 
different ways



Habitats Directive

• Presently the most important network has been 
established under the Habitats Directive

• Directive’s main aim ‘to promote maintenance of • Directive’s main aim ‘to promote maintenance of 
biodiversity, taking account of economic and 
social requirements’

• Makes a ‘contribution to general objective of 
sustainable development’



The Directive requires that:

• Sites are designated (according to Directive’s 
annexes)

• Sites are managed (according to ecological 
requirements and to prevent deterioration)





Progress to Date

• Designation on track – nearing completion 
of Habitats Directive network 

• Variable progress with site management

• Continued effort since 1994 to apply the 
Directive’s requirements across all sectors



Site Management

• The Directive requires that

• …take steps to avoid deterioration  (6.2)• …take steps to avoid deterioration  (6.2)

• …plans or projects should be subject to 
appropriate assessment  (6.3)



Appropriate assessment

• A form of environmental assessment, to see 
if the proposed activity may have an affect 
on the site’s wildlifeon the site’s wildlife

• Appropriate assessment includes mitigation 
or compensation



How does this work for fisheries

• MCS receives ongoing contacts about 
fisheries in SACs

• Often it can be difficult to find evidence of 
an appropriate assessment



When is an Appropriate Assessment needed?

• In the UK an AA is required when an activity is 
licensed

• There is a general fisheries licence, but ‘[Govt] do 
not consider there is a need for AA in respect of 
fishing licences’

• Controls must be put in place at the local level



Why is this important

• SACs are not working properly to protect 
biodiversity

• The Habitats Directive is not being properly 
implemented  (4 extant complaints)

• The Habitats Directive is not being properly 
implemented  (4 extant complaints)

• No avenue to record if a fishing activity 
causes harm

• No avenue to drive improvement to 
fisheries practices



Looking to the future

• Change is required in implementation.  Little 
progress since 2005

• Appropriate assessments are important as a driver • Appropriate assessments are important as a driver 
for improvement

• SEA and EIA also have a role to play in managing 
fisheries

• Offshore:  CFP reform may give clarification
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