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2003 conference

“drowning in a sea of 
initiatives”

“progress is…numbingly 
slow”

“few tangible signs that all 
the plans, criteria and 
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the plans, criteria and 
listings are actually halting 
the loss of marine 
biodiversity” 

“A little less conversation, 
a little more action”

“ Will we be any happier 
in 2010?”

Lisa Chilton
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• Conclusions
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Highlights

• “Marine & Coastal Access   
Act, woop woop!”

• Pre-Act reports & reviews

- Net Benefits

Protecting Wildlife for the Future

- Charting Progress

- Turning the Tide

- Getting onto an Even Keel

Duncan Soar / Wildlife & Countryside Link



Highlights

• Legislation, policy, case law

- Marine Strategy Frame. Dir.

- WSSD commitment to MPA 
networks

- “Habitats Directive and all that 
sails in her”
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sails in her”

- Waddenzee cockle fishery 
ruling

- Greenpeace ruling

- “2002 CFP Framework   
Directive - the wording, not the 
working”

Gareth Millson, scorpionfish.co.uk



Highlights

• Site protection

- Lundy & Lamlash Bay

- Lyme Bay & Fal/Helford

- Dibden Bay 

- Darwin Mounds
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- Finding Sanctuary

Cathy Lewis, cathylewisphotography.co.uk



Highlights

• Marine development & 
planning

- Renewable energy

- Improved sustainable 
management e.g. aggregates, 
oil & gas.
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- Scottish planning pilot

Spider Webster



Highlights

• Public awareness

- TV, film and books

- Seafood choices

• Growth in the sector
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- Recruitment and skills

- Major funders*, major grants

Abby Crosby / Cornwall Wildlife Trust

* e.g. IMM (2009) Responding to the threats 
to UK marine biodiversity. Report to the 
Tubney Charitable Trust.



Highlights

• Unlikely heroes

• Key concepts

- Shifting baselines

- Fishing down the food web

- Rise of slime
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- Rise of slime

- Dead zones

• A convert to marine worms

Keith Hiscock



Low points

• Lack of leadership

• Lack of tools

- MPAs 
- Bycatch
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• Slow progress

- Lyme Bay

- Northern Ireland 

David Stephens



Low points

• Tools not working well

- SACs – science & monitoring, 
assessments, enforcement 

- Damage to SACs & MNRs e.g. 
Strangford Lough

- Skomer No Take Zone
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- Skomer No Take Zone

- WCA – Dorset seahorses

- Water Framework Directive

- “2010 biodiversity targets –
what a load of pants!”

Kate Edney

Bill Chilton



Low points
• Tools not working well

- “Fisheries still not a level 
playing field”

- ‘Toxic triad’ of underreporting, 
ignoring scientific advice and 
blaming the environment*

- Ecosystem changes

Protecting Wildlife for the Future

- Ecosystem changes

- “scallop dredgers destroying 
my favourite snorkelling site”

- “fisheries management 
decisions are failing both marine 
conservation and fisheries”

David Stephens

* Pauly, D. (2009) Beyond duplicity and ignorance 
in global fisheries.  Scientia Marina 73: 215-224. 



Low points

• Declining wildlife

- Angel shark, common skate

- BAP habitats & species

• Global issues

- Climate change, acidification
- Rise of slime
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- Rise of slime
- Invasive species
- Plastics

Jeff Loveridge / Cornwall Wildlife Trust



Low points

• Uncertainty - lack of 
effective MPA network 
and comprehensive 
biotope map

• Public awareness
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• Public awareness

- Natural England 
research*

*Rose, C. et al (2008). Qualitative and 
quantitative research into public 
engagement with the undersea landscape 
in England. Natural England Research 
Report 019.

Charles Erb



Are we happier? 

• “The future depresses me” 

• “The barriers appear closer 
now. Objectors are coming out of 
the woodwork.”

• “I have heard promises of ‘jam 
tomorrow’ so many times”

• “I did have some optimism in 
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• “I did have some optimism in 
2000… it seemed that marine 
N2K sites might deliver - but the 
bitter experiences of their many 
failures has just reinforced my 
belief that when short term socio-
economic interests pop up the 
environment gets forgotten.” 

Jim Greenfield



Are we happier? 

• “Definitely!” 

• “Much to my surprise I am a bit 
more optimistic.”

• “Every day, in every way, it’s 
getting better and better ”

• “Much more optimistic 
but perhaps not enough to yet 
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but perhaps not enough to yet 
be happy.” 

• “Yes, but we’re still at the 
beginning of a very long process”

• “Yes (by about 15%)”

The Wildlife Trusts



Challenges & 
opportunities

• Implementation

- Designation of MPA network

- Stakeholder engagement

- Highly protected sites
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- MPA management

- Resources & leadership

- Joined up across the 
UK…and Europe

- Marine Strategy Frame. Dir.

Paul Naylor, marinephoto.co.uk



Challenges

• Fisheries

- CFP

- IFCAs

- Involvement in MPAs

Challenges & 
opportunities

Protecting Wildlife for the Future

- GM fisheries and aquaculture

• Development

- Renewables, Severn

• Information

Eero Aro
Robin Cosgrove / Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust



• Big picture issues

- The economy

- Climate change adaptation & 
mitigation

Challenges & 
opportunities
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- Energy & food security

- Microplastics & nanosilver*

- Loss of denitrification*

• Public awareness

Richard Cobden / Sussex Wildlife Trust

* Sutherland et al (2009) A horizon scan of global 
conservation issues for 2010. Trends in Ecology 
and Evolution.



• Integration

- CFP & Habitats Directive

- MPAs & industry

- Climate change & biodiversity

Challenges & 
opportunities
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- Climate change & biodiversity

• Learning by doing 

- and by observing

• Environmental justice 

• Public activism

• PartnershipWorm et al (2009) Rebuilding global fisheries. 
Science 325, 578-585.
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Thank you
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Dr Alex Mustard, amustard.com


