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Introduction

Managing coastal flood risk at Medmerry
The need for new intertidal habitat
Achieving the wins – working together with 
communities communities 
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Strategic economic appraisal

Option Costs £m PV Benefit Cost 
Ratio

Maintain existing – Only 
possible short to 
medium term

6 6

HTL – Hard Defences 52 2HTL – Hard Defences 52 2

Managed Realignment 11 - 12 7-8



The need for new habitat: 
Designations in the Solent

SAC SPA

RAMSAR SSSI

Source: Solent Dynamic Coast Project



The need for new habitat: 
Coastal squeeze across the Solent

Source: Solent Dynamic Coast Project



Medmerry Managed Realignment Scheme
Objectives

Sustainable flood risk management
Habitat creation
Participation and support from communities



Working with Communities – Positive 
messages

Habitat creation is not the main 
driver for realignment but helps 
the case for building a new 
protection scheme.
Proactive engagement - sharing 
information how the scheme will information how the scheme will 
work.
Communities’ inputs will help 
shape the scheme.
We will work with others where 
possible.
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Sharing modelling results

Current Day 100 Years
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Developing Solutions -
Visualising the Scheme

Click on dots in image to see examples of habitats and featuresClick on dots in image to see examples of habitats and features

Water vole habitat

Bird hides/viewing points

Freshwater drainage sluices

Coastal habitat at other sites

New sea wall and enhanced external dyke



Examples of freshwater drainage sluices

RSPB/ Environment Agency Hesketh BankRSPB/ Environment Agency Hesketh Bank

Back to Map



Example of a tidal breach

Porlock unmanaged breachPorlock unmanaged breach
Back to Map



Drainage channel (borrow dyke) and new sea wall

Defra Wallasea North BankDefra Wallasea North Bank Back to Map



Example of bird hide features on new sea walls

RSPB/ Environment Agency Hesketh BankRSPB/ Environment Agency Hesketh Bank

Back to Map
Environment Agency Paull Holme StraysEnvironment Agency Paull Holme Strays



Working with Communities – Positive 
messages

Habitat creation is not the main 
driver for realignment but helps 
the case for building a new 
protection scheme.
Proactive engagement - sharing 
information how the scheme will information how the scheme will 
work.
Communities’ inputs will help 
shape the scheme.
We will work with others where 
possible.





Summary

Long term solutions will require change
Habitat creation can present opportunities
Engagement with communities is essential

Joe.pearce@environment–
agency.gov.uk






