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Wetlands identified as of international importance for wintering waterbirds
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“We must not let the coming generations judge 
us negligent for failing to advance the 
international conservation of natural resources 
and so bequeathing to them an abomination and so bequeathing to them an abomination 
instead of an environment.”

Prof G.V.T. Matthews, Rapporteur-General
Ramsar, 30 January 1971 



“Conservation in the absence of skilful 
research will result in irretrievable mistakes.  

Conservation without reference to the realities 
of social and economic requirements is a of social and economic requirements is a 
recipe for heartbreak.”




