
Demonstrating STrategic REstoration And 
Management- Concept to construction

Jenny Wheeldon- NE/EA river restoration specialist 
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2003 Life in UK rivers: Avon conservation strategy actions

• measures to reduce diffuse pollution

• Restoration of river & floodplain and 
linking management

• problem species inc. invasive plants

• communication with key river managers

• accessibility/community involvement 

• SUBSTANTIAL £ - LIFE Nature and HLF collaborative projects
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EURO 1.5 million LIFE Nature project
centred on the River Avon and the Avon
Valley

• Demonstrate and monitor river 
restorationrestoration

• Link river and floodplain management

• Share best practice

• Linked to Living River 
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• Restore habitat at 6 sites (7km)

• Demonstrate techniques

• Monitor success (& failure)

• Share best practice
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Repeat fixed point photography

Detailed Survey 
(2 sites + 2 control sites)

Physical biotope mapping &  
Fluvial Audit

River Corridor Survey

Inception Stage

Rapid Assessment
(4 sites)

River Corridor Survey

Physical biotope mapping

Repeat fixed point photography

• Success & (failure)

• Detailed & rapid

• Rapid assessment 
(UK RRC)

Geographical Information System

Cross-section levelling survey

Depth, Velocity, Substrate 
survey

Macrophyte survey

Fisheries survey

Interpretation and Reporting

Re-survey Re-survey
Biological
Physical

(UK RRC)

•Contributes to EA 
WFD work



�
��
����
����	����	�������
��
����
����	����	�������
��
����
����	����	�������
��
����
����	����	������

Address barriers to progress in
SPA/SAC:

• Guidance on avoiding fish 
entrapment ,and ditch restoration entrapment ,and ditch restoration 
strategy

• Guidance on hatch operating 
protocols

• Linked to WLMP implementation
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Proactive about publicity

Communications driven by a clear strategy

Key messages, audiences and delivery methods identi fied

Circulate briefing notes 
Q&A

Series of events for locals 
and professionals
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• Project partners and team

• Expect and incorporate restraints to final designs

• Monitor against targets

• Establish close working relationships with landowne rs

• Carry out early consultation-design out

• Plan time for contract management

• Split work between internal and external workforce

• Extensive site supervision 

• Consistent, clear communication strategy

• Communicate and consult with the public

• Manage expectations
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£1 million project addressing 
threats identified in the River 
Avon Conservation Strategy 
(2003)

– to engage communities 
within the catchment with 
the river system

– to carry out conservation 
work outside the boundaries 
of the designated sites

– to tackle the problem of 
invasive plants
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Biodiversity Access & Interpretation

Education & Training Invasive plants
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Vision
How restored river 

looks/behaves

Strateg y
How to achieve vision -How to achieve vision -

what to do where 
(broadly)

Reach specific
what to do where 

(detailed)

Documents at: http://avon.geodata.soton.ac.uk/



www.streamlife.org.uk

jenny.wheeldon@naturalengland.org.uk

www.livingriver.org.uk

eva.stuezenberger@naturalengland.org.uk


