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Local flood management infrastructure

• Brook and lakes 
connected in local flood 
management system

• Infrastructure 50 years 
old, end of useful life

• Designed for climate of • Designed for climate of 
the last century

• Replace like for like or a 
better approach?

• EA agreed to investigate 
‘Making space for Water’ 
options



River Roding – EA Catchment Flood Management Plan

“Climate change will 
mean that we need to 
adapt the existing 
defences over time. 
Rather than replacing 
them like for like, we will them like for like, we will 
be seeking a different 
combination of flood 
storage, river defences 
and floodplain 
attenuation.”



Mayesbrook project - partner organisations

Thames Rivers Restoration Trust

London Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham

Environment Agency

Natural England

London Wildlife Trust

Design for London

GLA





Mayesbrook Project – objectives
• Exemplar for better flood management 

through natural techniques

• Provide 21st century outdoor recreation for 
local people, through inspiring landscape

• UK first in adapting urban green space to 
the impacts of climate change 

• Contribute to the Thames River Basin 
Management Plan, Mayor’s London Plan, 
London Green Grid, London Biodiversity 
Action Plan and London Climate Change 
Adaptation Strategy

• Provide a long-term and sustainable asset 
in an area of social deprivation

• Show how to attract new public and private 
funding for catchment restoration



Mayesbrook project - elements
1 River restoration >800m increase resilience, biodiversity, fisheries

2 Floodplain creation – 1 ha additional storage for CC, wetland habitats

3 Lakes restoration – fishing, boating, biodiversity, urban cooling

4 Improve water quality – recreation, biodiversity, resilience

5 Plant trees – shade, urban cooling effect, biodiversity, landscape5 Plant trees – shade, urban cooling effect, biodiversity, landscape

6 Café – exhibition about climate change and adaptation of the park

7 Climate change garden – drought resistant plants for the future

8 Visitor improvements – interpretation boards about CC adaptation

9 River corridor connectivity - for public access and wildlife migration

10 Climate change awareness – public support for adaptation needed



Natural England – ‘Access to Nature’ project

• Three local primary 
schools involved

• Over 200 children 
activities in the park

• Produced posters and 
text for public 
consultation events

• Certificates for their 
work as part of national 
curriculum



Public consultation event July 2009



Mayesbrook project - Funding

• Total cost = c. £5m
• River restoration = c. £1.2m, to WFD 

standards

• GLA = £400k Mayors ‘Help a London Park’ 
initiative

• TRRT = £300K from RSA
• NE = £95k ‘Access to Nature’ 
• EA = £100K (more expected on an annual • EA = £100K (more expected on an annual 

basis)
• LBBD = £1.8m section 106
• Design for London = £50k
• Fundraising continues – ERDF, Sports 

Council, Transport for London, Sustrans
• Key = multiple benefits = multiple partners 

= multiple funding sources
• Partnership = the way forward



Chinbrook Meadows - before and after

Properties 
better 
protected

Floodplain 
restored

River 
restored

protected
Public 
access and 
enjoyment



London Rivers Action Plan

• Flagship project – Mayesbrook Park

• ‘How to’ report + RRC website 
database of projects and 
opportunities

• 15 km river restored by 2015 
(London BAP)

• Partners – TRRT, EA, NE, GLA, 
LWT, WWF 

• Launched January 2009 – 58 new 
projects started in London area



Mayesbrook project - next steps

• Public launch July

• River restoration work 
starting autumn 2010

• Completed autumn 
2012

• Whole park restoration 
by 2015



Conclusion

1 Mayesbrook will be UK’s first 
climate change public park

2 Demonstrate how to adapt 
urban greenspace to climate 
change impactschange impacts

3 Public launch aimed July

The partners will keep you 
informed of progress



Thanks for your attention


