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Why Fisheries Matter

Fishci KS WOl yI NASa Ay
Fish populations second biggest cause of
failure to meet WFD standards
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develop salmon, trout and freshwater
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Social and economic role:

3 million anglers

£3 billion a year
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~— Threats Posed bﬁydrogeneration

Adequate flows of clean water + good
geomorphology = Good Ecological Status

Deviation causes failure of our fish
populations
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climate change

Burden ofhydrogenerationdeviates further
from natural state



What is Wrong Now

Guidelines not evidenc#ased so not Good
Practice
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nsufficient application of Precautionary

Principle

mbalance of influence of stakeholders

mbalance of environmental risk / reward

Plecemeal development rather than catchment
pased

Permitting process biased towards applicant

EA Fisheries staff overstretched and diverted
from core duties
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~— What is Wrong Now (Continued)

Anglers pay for fisheries input

External environmental consultants rarely
understand fish

Inadequate preapplication monitoring / data

Inadequate postoperation monitoring to
enable proper review

Inadequate recognition of riparian / fisheries
Interests (upstream and downstream)
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= The Way Forward
Short / Medium Term
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promised

Base Guidelines on best international evidence a
only ignore If evidencebased justification
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Caveat Guidelineg they cannot be applied
unthinkingly

Focus on win / wins including use of exemplars




The Way Forward

Short / Medium Term

Press applicants to involve all stakeholders pre
application
Refuse all applications with insufficient mitigation
detall

Make all application details readily available to all
stakeholders

Communicate reasons for granting / refusing
applications

Use Time Limited Abstraction Licences and section
158 to ensure mitigation of unforeseen
consequences
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The Way Forward

Longer Term

Treat Abstraction the same as PollutioapA 1 A &
unnatural use of the environment
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Review Water Licensing policy, including charges, ta
reflect environmental consequences

Add balanced right of appeal on licensing decisions

Commission economic and environmental castnefit
study to inform next round of River Basin Plans







