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What is C-SCOPE?

Combining Sea and Coastal 
Planning in Europe

Three year project, part funded 
by the European Union Interreg IV 
! Ψн ǎŜŀǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩ ǿƻǊǘƘ ϵ1.8 
million. Completion March 2012

Collaboration between Dorset 
Coast Forum and the Coordination 
Centre for Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management in Belgium.



Dorset Coast Forum

±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ нпо ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ғ срл ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΤ 
include government departments and agencies, local authorities, 
commercial organisations and the voluntary sector/NGOs. 

Decisions are based on consensus and all partners are treated as equals

Successes include Dorset Coast Strategy, World Heritage Status for the 
Jurassic Coast. Currently working on C-SCOPE, EA collaborative work, and 
Defra Coastal Change Pathfinder projects



C-SCOPE has three key activities in Dorset:

1.  Creating a Marine Spatial Plan for a pilot Marine Management 
Area (MMA) in Dorset.

2. Developing a GIS-based tool (Coastal Explorer Planning) for 
ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊǎΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŜǎΧΦ 

3. Producing a map-based website for locals and tourists to access 
coastal and marine information, and  which encourages 
sustainable use of the coast.



Coastal Explorer Planning

GIS-based tool for planning 
professionals, developers, consultants, 
statutory/non-statutory consultees, 
ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎǎΧΦ

Over 270 data sets on current uses, 
environment and policy 

Provides planning guidance, policy 
summaries for terrestrial and marine 
environments



Map-based website 

Marina name Rockley Boat Park 

Contact E: boatpark@bourne-leisure.co.uk

T: 01202 665001

Facilities

No. of marina berths 32 

Maximum length 27ft

No.of sw inging moorings 50

Maximum draught 5ft

Jet Ski compound  Y

Slipw ay  X2

VHF  N

24 hour access to w ater  Y

24 hour security  Y

Petrol  N

24hrs  N

Diesel  N

24hrs  N

Electricity nearby  Y

Electricity on pontoon  Y

Fresh w ater nearby  Y

Fresh w ater on pontoon  N

Pump out/Waste disposal  N

Shore storage  Y

Travel hoist  N

Gantry hoist  N

Chandlery  N

Boat or engine repairs  Y

Sailmaker  N

Tide and w eather information  Y

Car parking  Y

Toilets  Y

Disabled access for toilets  N

Hot show ers  Y

Laundry facilities  N

Public payphone  N

Bar/Restaurant  Y

Shop/basic provisions nearby  Y

RYA tuition N

! ΨƻƴŜ-stop-ǎƘƻǇΩ ǿƛǘƘ 
information on tides, weather, 
webcams, slipways, marine-
related businesses, ports & 
harbours, codes of conduct etc. 
Will promote sustainable use of 
the coast.



The Dorset MMA has 
been chosen because it:

includes the coastal 
waters in which the 2012 
events will be held as a 
focal point

is large enough to 
include a variety of types 
of coastline with a full 
range of activities, uses 
and potential conflicts

is small enough to 
make for a manageable 
pilot project.



MMA covers

approximately a 

third of the 

South Inshore 

Central area (as 

it currently 

stands)



Steering Group ςrepresent core DCF 

membership

Four Task & Finish Groups

All members of DCF invited to sit on the 

group of their choice

Pro-active groups ςwork is expected!

Are not (and can not) be fully 

representative

Interactions matrix ςface-to-face 

interviews with 50+ key stakeholders

Wider engagement to include 

workshops and talks at community level.

Stakeholder Engagement
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Collation of spatial and temporal maritime sector data

Data from many sources ïfree 

where possible

Metadata base established

Gap Analysis of data conducted

Will add community data

Maintenance is key.



Archaeology / Culture

Conservation

Dredging & Disposal

Fishing

Ports / Navigation / Shipping

Renewable Energy

Submarine Cables / Pipelines

Recreation / Tourism

Military Activities

Mineral Extraction

Oil & Gas



Existing Policies, Strategies & Agreements

Policy Library: Over 200 policy 

documents ïinternational, 

European, national and 

local/regional policies, strategies 

and agreements.

SEA process identified those that 

will have an influence on the MSP

Policy workshop used planning 

scenarios to identify key 

documents for inclusion in 

planning tool



DORIS seabed mapping

MCA, CCO, DWT and Navy 
completed 800km2 of multibeam 
survey to within 1m of chart 
datum

Unprocessed bathymetry and 
backscatter data used to plan 
seabed video/still photography 
transects and grab sampling

EUNIS classification system; 36 
biotope complexes / biotopes 
identified, Four new biotopes 
tentatively added. Also main 
biological features of interest

Currently developing sensitivity 
maps.





Royal Haskoning report focused on:

Current and emerging marine renewable energy 
technologies and their potential operating 
conditions 

Constraints mapping to identify  potential areas 
for further offshore renewable energy 
development in Dorset waters

Different approach to report for The Offshore 
Valuation Group; fewer hard constraints, no 
ǿŜƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΦ Ψ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀǊŜ 
discussed in the report for each potential 
development area identified.

Offshore renewable capacity report



Offshore renewable capacity report; potential tidal development



Land and seascape assessment

Based on European Landscape 
Convention; seascape 
characterisation, looking not just at 
visual aspects, but also historic, 
cultural and sectoral usage - more in-
line with MSP

Will not be using more traditional 
sensitivity mapping. Forces for 
change identified to inform strategy 
for each type, in line with ELC 
ΨtǊƻǘŜŎǘΣ aŀƴŀƎŜΣ tƭŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 
vision for each type. 





Sectoral Interactions

Capturinginformation on the nature, extent 

and intensity of interactions among sectors 

within the MMA (user-user interactions)

Interviewing 50+ key stakeholders face-to-

face; enables us record the spatial extent of 

the interactions. 

Gaining useful local insights

Less spatial conflict than expected (so far)

Results will help to informdesignation of 

activities to enhance safety, reduce conflict and 

optimise compatibilities Extract from Clyde Interaction matrix, thanks to Kate Thompson



Strategic Environmental Assessment

Although not a statutory plan, conducting 

SEA as best practice. 

CƻǳǊ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǇƭŀƴǎΤ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ΨŘƻ 

ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ 

social and economic policies

Socio-economic review being conducted to 

feed into the SEA and policy development.



C-SCOPE MSP Objectives

Ecosystem approach. Took HLMOs and adapted them for Dorset.  Used a more cross-
cutting approach:

1: healthy, diverse, productive marine environment
2: thriving, resilient coastal communities
3: successful, sustainable marine economy
4: responsible, equitable and safe access
5: mitigating climate change
6: adaptation to coastal and climate change
7: strategic significance of the marine environment
8: valuing, enjoying and understanding the marine and historic 
environments, and  wider cultural heritage



Developing the plan:
Task & Finish Group have explored 

different ways of expressing objectives 
spatially

Using their ideas, project team 
currently developing policy framework 
alongside SEA process

Quantifying (where possible) 
forecasts

Continuing to explore decision 
support tools and develop zoning 
options



Lessons learned so far; data

Develop a framework for data collection before you 

start

Be creative when trying to source data (especially 

local); for example, we managed to secure several 

years worth of AIS data from a hobbyist, for free

Even without a Marine Plan, bringing together 

marine information in one place is already proving 

beneficial to developers, regulators and other 

stakeholders.

Meta-data base essential for robustness and 

maintenance.



Communicating MSP to non-experts 
is challenging; very conceptual. Using 
lots of visual aids works well

Take time to ensure all group 
members can make informed decisions

Marine Planning is not exciting! 
Difficult to engage the press.

Lessons learned so far; communications & 
stakeholder engagement


