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Marine Conservation Zones

ÅNew type of marine protected area provided for 
through the Marine and Coastal Access Act

ÅProtect a wide range of UK habitats and species

ÅSocio -economic impacts may be taken into 
account in planning

ÅRange of management measures, not only no -
take zones or Highly Protected Marine Reserves

ÅInshore and offshore waters

ÅFulfil international agreements and 
commitments 
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What is the Finding Sanctuary 
Project?

ÅFinding Sanctuary was established in 2005 
by a partnership of organisations 

ÅSteering Group established in 2007

ÅProject Formalised as one of Englandôs 
regional projects in November 2008

ÅFull time project team of 12 people focus 
on:

ïStakeholder liaison and communication

ïData, GIS and decision support







Why involve stakeholders?

óTrying to get all sides to agree on which areas of the sea to 
set aside for conservation is like asking a crowd of farmers, 
housing developers and open -pit miners where in their area 
they would like to place a new national park. 

(Frank Pope, Times, October 26 th 2009)ô



Why involve stakeholders?

ÅEnables stakeholders to explore the options to 
achieve the goals set out, but efficiently and with 
minimal conflict.

ÅAllows understanding of the needs of other sectors 
and identification of the areas of synergy

ÅThose around the table understand how a decision 
was reached, have been privy to the inner workings 
and avoid the feeling that they have been ódone toô





Leisure & Tourism

Paul Taylor
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Finding Sanctuary Inshore, Offshore and
Process Groups
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Ecological Guidance

ÅRepresentativity

ÅReplication

ÅViability

ÅAdequacy

ÅConnectivity

ÅBest available science ÅWhat needs protecting? 

ÅHow much?  

ÅSpecific sites?  

ÅLevels of protection?  

ÅSize, spacing, shape?
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