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•Economics and the Water Framework 

Directive decision making

•Improving decisions further by using the 

Ecosystem Services concept

•Future decisions for River Basin Planning 

and how we might take them



Evolution of guidance



Water Directors
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Strategic Co-ordination Group
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Chair: Commission
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UK Implementation  

UK Technical Advisory Group & 

UK Economics Steering Group 

Co-ordination of technical and economic 

advice for UK administrations

Department of Environment Food 

& Rural Affairs

Welsh Assembly Government 
Scottish Executive

Department of Environment  

Northern Ireland

Environment Agency 

Natural England, CCW

SEPA

Scottish Natural Heritage 
Environment & Heritage Service

Northern Ireland



CRP Partners



Steps in the process

Article 5 reports

Collaborative Research Programme

On RBMP Economics

Impact Assessments for new national measures

Guidance on River Basin Planning

Preliminary cost-effectiveness analysis

National Impact Assessment

RBP Actions appraisal/objective setting

RBD Impact Assessments



Common Implementation Strategy

•Guidance Doc 1 - WATECO

•ECO Groups 1&2 –Information Sheets

•Aquamoney

•Guidance doc 20 –Objective 

setting/exemptions



WFD Classification ðheadline statistics

Å27%of all surface water bodies in England 

and Wales are at good ecological status or 

better now

Å59%of groundwater water bodies are at 

good status overall now



Total 

water body 

improvements by 

2015

3% overall



One or more 

elements 

improved by 2015
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Water services versus ecosystem 

services

•Provisioning, 

regulating, supporting, 

cultural

•Payments for ES

•Objective for ES?

•Water services versus 

water uses

•Recovery of the costs 

of water services

•Objective of good



Ecological status/Ecosystem services

• Article 2.38 ïWater services means all services which provide, for 

households, public institutions or any economic activity: (a) abstraction of 

surface water or groundwater, impoundment, storage, treatment and 

distribution of surface water or groundwater, and (b) wastewater 

collection and treatment facilities which subsequently discharge into 

surface water.

• Article 2.39 ïWater use means water services together with any other 

activity identified under Article 5 and Annex II having a significant impact 

on the status of water.



Article 9

• Member States shall take account of the principle of recovery of the costs of 

water services, including environmental and resource costs, having regard to the 

economic analysis according to Annex III, and in accordance with the polluter 

pays principle. 

• That Member States shall ensure by 2010

• that water pricing policies provide adequate incentives for users to use water 

resources efficiently and thereby contribute to the environmental objectives of 

this Directive.  

• An adequate contribution of different water uses, disaggregated into at least 

industry, households and agriculture, to the recovery of the costs of water 

services, based on the economic analysis conducted according to Article III and 

taking account of the Polluter Pays Principle.
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Your water portfolio

https://www.pnws-awwa.org/Images/ImageManager/clip_art_tap_water.gif


Who pays £/year

Your household £900

Others households £1200

Future households £0

https://www.pnws-awwa.org/Images/ImageManager/clip_art_tap_water.gif
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Conclusion

•Thanks!



Links

•Kevin.andrews@defra.gsi.gov.uk

•www.defra.gov.uk

•www.wfdcrp.gov.uk

•www.environment-agency.gov.uk

•www.wfduk.org

http://www.defra.gov.uk/

