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ñConservation isnôt workingò

Å 492 species lost in England (most since 1800)

Å 19 of 25 UK bumblebee species still in decline

Å > 100 ha of saltmarsh lost every year

Å Air pollution reduces life expectancy of every 
person in the UK by an average of 7 -8 
months, with estimated annual health costs 
of £20 billion

Å Over a fifth of land in England is at high risk 
of soil erosion, threatening the health and 
viability of our land

Å >80% protected lakes suffering from nutrient 
enrichment

Faced with population growth (UK population 
projected to increase by 4.4 million by 2016) 
and climate change... 



The Ecosystem Approach

Å A strategy for sustainable 
land and sea management

Å Puts people and sustainability 
at the heart of environmental 
management

Å Expresses benefits as 
ecosystem goods and services 
(i.e. this is one part of the 
approach)

Å Valuation of services 
(monetary terms or proxy) 
can inform decisions on land 
use change and policy 



Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (2005)



Growing recognition... 



A paradigm shift?  

Too early to say but nevertheless 
a significant change in 
emphasis

Ecosystem services as a driver 
for sustainability 


