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Awards
RIBA presidents research (UK) awarded ðWinner 2009

Green Dot Award (US) ðBronze Winner 2010

Evening Standard New Homes ðHighly Commended 2010

International Urban Landscape Award (DL) ðBronze Winner 2009

DEFRA Innovation fund for the LifE Project ð2007

RIBA Sustainable Living by Design - Winner 2006

Evening Standard New Homes ðCommendation 2010

Docklands Barges ðWinner 2009

Nijmegen ðShortlisted 2009

Integrating water into spatial 

planning and the LDF
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Water shortage and surplus
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Water asset 

Å Water place-making

Å Water landscape

Å Ecology

Å Recreation

Å Floating architecture

Å Climate adaptation

Å Renewable energy
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The LifE Approach

Three key measures

1. Integrated spatial planning (integration)

2. Sustainable design (mitigation)

3. Non-defensive flood risk management 

(adaptation) 
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Long-term 
Initiatives for 
Flood-risk 
Environments

óSafe Havensô

Resilient Schools and 

community buildings provide 

safe spots to gather and centres 

for renewable energy

óRain Gardensô

Communal gardens collect and 

store rainwater away from rivers

óGreen Roofsô

Green roofs can slow down the 

flow of rainwater, easing 

flooding

óFlood Gardens/Safe Housesô

Flood water can pass through 

the garden without affecting the 

houses

óCanal Pathsô

Planted pathways are designed 

to channel flood water away 

from homes

Village Blue

Small ponds are designed to 

expand during a flood. The rest 

of the time they can be used for 

boating, fishing and swimming

Village Green

Play areas are designed to flood 

when a really big flood occurs

LifE > Non-defensive flood risk management


