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Background to Project

The north east of England has a rich array of physical and 
landscape features which support marine biodiversity

Much of the area is designated at European Level with two 
European Marine Sites (EMS)

Berwickshire and North Northumberland
Teesside

A large proportion of the coastline is also designated as Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special Areas of Conservation 
(SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPA)
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SubtidalReefs
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Sea Caves
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Sand and Mud Flats
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Sandy Beaches
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Sand Dunes
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Cliffs
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Intertidal Reefs



Background to Project

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
identification with the seas and coasts of the region.



Background to Project

Despite this rich heritage

A UNIFIED AND COMPREHENSIVE AUDIT OF MARINE INTERTIDAL 
ORGANISMS DOES NOT EXIST IN THE REGION

This is essential if ecological change is to be readily detected



Background to the Project

Loss of 
biodiversity



Background to Project

The lack of baseline is especially pertinent in our region due the 
biogeographicboundary upon which the UK and especially 

the north east sits.

CƻǊōŜǎΣ муруΦ !ΦYΦ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ !ǘƭŀǎΦ

Osilinus
lineatus Balanus

perforatus

Chthamalusmontagui

Gibbulaumbilicalis

Melarhaphe
neritoides

Hawkins et al 2009: Results from the MarClimproject



Background to Project
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Aims

ÅPromote a greater understanding, appreciation and stewardship of 
the coast resulting in a greater advocacy of the coast by local 
communities

ÅTo re-engage the wider community with their natural environment 
through a programme of environmental monitoring surveys and 
events

ÅActively audit species distributions and ecological dynamics in rocky 
shore areas



²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΚ

A. Individual Surveys

B. Mini Research Projects

C. Big Biodiversity Days



So far, So good



So far, So good

Green sea urchin at 
Cullercoatsςfirst recorded in 

over 10 years

Dabberlocksat 
Creswell southern range limit

Dhaliaanemones at 
BlackhallRocks

Anemones at Howick

Urchins at Eyemouth

Invasive green seaweed 
at Beadnell



So far, So good



So far, So good



So far, So good

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

1.4

Saltburn Cresswell Beadnell

S
p

e
ci

e
s
 D

iv
e

rs
ity



²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ

ÅWine and Science Evening continuing

ÅContinuation of volunteer monitoring

ÅA series of events for 2011 including;
ÅΨBioblitzΩ Řŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 
the region on a seasonal basis
ÅThemed monthly events
ÅApril ςInvasive species
ÅMay ςIntertidal Fish
ÅJune ςNudibranchhunting
ÅJuly ςJelly Walk
ÅAugust ςSea Hares
ÅSeptember ςKelp (BPS)

ÅMini research projects throughout the year
ÅLinking with other networks

http://www.marlin.ac.uk/marine_aliens/


Records and Management


