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What is a Shoreline Management Plan?

A strategic assessment of risk from coastal processes
Flooding and coastal erosion (and sediment processes)

To determine a sustainable approach to managing 
risks over next 100 year.

It guides Flood & Coastal Risk Management planning 
and funding

But, it also informs policy makers, politicians and the 
public of the implications of coastal change



Cornwall and Isles of Scilly SMP



Mounts Bay, Cornwall



Mounts Bay



Wherry Town Promenade



Past coastal change and climate change 

impact uncertainties
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Change in annual-mean relative
sea level recorded at Newlyn tide
gauge (source: Phil Woodworth, POL)
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FCDPAG 3, Oct 2006)

Observed changes in sea level from tide gauge at Newlyn,1916 to 2004
(in black).  Current sea level rise predictions from 2002 to 2110 (in red).

Climate change presdiction uncertainties

and past coastal change



Sensitivity of response to sea level rise



Uncertainties in adaptation response
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Realign the rail line to landward side of sidings

MHWS in 2105

MLWS in 2105

Reduced beach width

Range of adaptation responses

- what is managed realignment?

Replace hard engineered defence with managed sand dunes
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No loss in beach width

Enhanced landscape,

habitat funding

But, significant impact

on built environment



How to value adaptation responses



Passing the batton



Shoreline Management at Penzance

The SMP highlights some of the challenges ahead
The Plan is available online

But, the solution is a partnership:
Coastal management

Land Use Planning and management

Transport Planning

Community Engagement and participation

The challenge for Big Society is to deliver a 
Sustainable Britain for Future Generations, local,  
national, and beyond, to enjoy.



Links

Coastal Advisory Group & Shoreline Management Plan
www.ciscag.org

Coastal Monitoring Programme 
www.channelcoast.org

Environment Agency’s SMP webpage
http://www.environment-

agency.gov.uk/research/planning/105014.aspx

National Trust – Shifting Shores 
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-chl/w-

countryside_environment/w-coastline/w-coastline-

shifting_shores.htm
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