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Lynmouth 1952: 31lives lost



Boscastle 2004:

100 people rescued
by helicopter




Rapid response catchments
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Just 2 of the 278 rapid response catchments in south west
England

Short, steep catchments vulnerable to heavy rain.

Not always possible to provide flood defences in these
locations

Priority given to defences that protect large numbers of
properties, rather than isolated rural villages

Looking at alternative solutions involving catchment scale
changes to land management to reduce flood flows.
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Land management options

Catchments divided into 5 zones:
2 Hold water on the upland moor
2 Slow flows through steep wooded coombes
@Reduce surface water runof f
2 Restoration of water meadows in the middle reaches

2 New flood channel to allow the river to percolate over a
longer section of Porlock shingle ridge.
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Monitoring
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2 3 year project funded by DEFRA with
additional funding from EA and NT.

2 Partnership i NT, EA, Exeter University,
Wessex Water and project consultants, Penny
Anderson Associates and JBA.

2 ldentify landscape scale land management
required to mitigate flood risk.

2 Multiple benefits T habitat creation, landscape
and nature conservation, carbon stewardship,
buffering against diffuse pollution, providing
public access, information and learning
opportunities.
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