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WATER AND ENVIRONMENT 2011 ðCIWEM CONFERENCE
SUDS and Surface Water Management

THE ART OF STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ð
INTEGRATING AMENITY 
INTO SUDS



THE SUDS PHILOSOPHY
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The Flood and Water Management Act 2010 will deliver:
ÅSUDS standards
ÅEvaluation of SUDS through SABS
ÅManagement of SUDS through Adoption

Q:  Will this deliver Amenity benefits and opportunities 
for Biodiversity?

òThe objectives should all 
have equal standingé..ó 

The SUDS Manual 2007
Introduction p1.1



UNDERSTANDING AMENITY

ÅSUDS at or near the surface ðtherefore visible 

ÅAmenity:  Collins Concise
ôa useful or pleasant facilityõ

ÅThe language of Amenity 
comes from Architecture, 
Landscape and Urban Design



ARTFUL RAINWATER DESIGN ðAN AMERICAN PERSPECTIVE

1. Convenience : location, ease or comfort

2. Education : favourable conditions for learning

3. Recreation : favourable conditions for play or 
relaxation

4. Safety : freedom from exposure to danger or risk

5. Social interaction : commingling of individuals or groups

6. Public relations : semiotic expression of values of the
designer and/or owner

7. Aesthetic richness : beauty or pleasure as a result of 
design composition

ôFrom Stormwater Management to Artful Rainwater Designõ : 
Stuart Echols and Eliza Pennypacker

Semiotic = signs and symbols in design



ARTFUL RAINWATER DESIGN FROM THE USA

Howards Branch
- Habitat design

Bioretention
- Portland, Oregon

Landscape or SUDS 
- Oregon Conference Centre



TANGIBLE AMENITY DESIGN CRITERIA FOR SUDS

1. Legibility ðunderstanding SUDS in the landscape

2. Elemental water ða controlled flow of clean water

3. Attractive conveyance and containment ðall visible SUDS 
evaluated for landscape quality

4. Usefulness ðSUDS multi -functional for recreation & play

5. Detail design ðinlets, outlets and control structures 
attractive, interesting or visually neutral

6. Health & Safety ðpractical and cultural mitigation of risk

7. Management ðsimple, robust and repairable



SUDS IN URBAN DESIGN - MALMO

Augustenborg
- Urban retrofit

Western Harbour
- Humour?

Western Harbour
- Urban wetland



SUDS WITH AMENITY - UK

Red Hill School, Worcester
- The swale maze

Riverside Court, Stamford
- SUDS canal

Springhill Housing, Stroud
- Tile cascade



WILL WE GET THIS?

ôThe 39 stepsõé.. somewhere 
in Gloucester, England.

Inlets with attitudeé.

Thereõs a control here somewhereé.
Amenity and Biodiversity 

discretionary



OR WILL WE GET THIS?

USA

Malmo

Appropriate guidance
and control - Design for Amenity

UK


