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Adapting to Change

• Understanding how coasts will change
• Changing mosaic of habitats & species
• Tools for the job
• Site boundaries
• Planning for coastal risk
• Communicating change



What is a sustainable coast?

• Embraces long term ‘evolutionary’ pressures
• Provides space for coastal evolution
• Creates ‘resilience’ to change
• Ensures effective management of the 

sediment supply & budget 
• Coastal communities understand the coast 

and are aware of risks













Alternative options

• New funding streams
– Relocation of valuable assets
– Managed abandonment 
– Buying sediment supply

• Planning policies that identify & address 
coastal hazards & risks
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Hold the Line – 0-50 years
Beyond 50 years????
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Improving Awareness of Risk

• EA’s Flood plain maps
• SMP’s & Futurecoast identify areas 

and degree of erosion risk
• Improving links to the planning 

system
• Erosion risk mapping is a logical 

extension
• Improved public understanding??? 



Average recession results
in loss of 1 house per year



Communication of Change

• How to develop widespread understanding?
• Gain acceptance of  realities of change
• Appreciation of the technical, economic & 

environmental limits to available options
• Shoreline management needs to adopt a long 

term view
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Adapting to Change

• Coasts change and will continue to do so
• The mosaic of  coastal habitats, species and 

‘geodiversity’ needs to change
• Take an ‘ecosystem’ approach
• Sustainable management is good for wildlife 

and people
• ‘Management’ will be needed to deliver 

sustainable  coasts
• Need for new management tools



Our Vision

Making space for 
people and wildlife
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