
ICZM & the Marine Bill
the local authority perspective

Brian Shipman
LGA Coastal Special Interest Group



Local authorities and the marine 
environment

Local authorities recognise:

that the proposed Marine Act and the ICZM Strategies 
represent an historic opportunity to secure the 
sustainable use and exploitation of our coastal and 
marine environment 

The LGA’s Coastal Strategy ‘On the Edge’ provides the 
basis of the local authority viewpoint. 



Local authorities and the marine 
environment

Our vision:

“… to establish improved 
governance, management and 

community well being

…to ensure that the UK has the 
best managed coast in Europe.”

www.coastalsig.lga.gov.uk



Local authorities, what we do:

Coast Protection
Spatial Planning
Transport planning
Emergency Planning
Recreation & safety
Ports and Harbours
Regeneration & tourism 
Sea Fisheries

Permitting and bye-laws
Marine biodiversity & 
cultural heritage
Education & public 
awareness
Coastal land owners
Representing the coastal 
community
etc…



Local authorities provide:

leadership and support to partnerships delivering 
coastal zone management across the UK, and the 
EU

we are best placed to take this work to a new 
level in terms of both quality and consistency…

…but we urgently need an effective national 
policy



Key principles

Recognise the land/sea interrelationship of effects and 
impacts

Ensure consistency and compatibility between the 
spatial planning of the marine and terrestrial 
environment

Create the capacity to deliver (through skills, 
information, knowledge  and finance) 

Enshrine transparency and democratic accountability 
in decision making 

Empower and oblige the key partners to deliver the 
sustainable development of the marine environment

Establish financial and legal means of sustaining local 
partnerships for coastal planning and management



6 Key discussion points & 
recommendations

1. Statutory marine spatial planning fully integrated with 
terrestrial spatial planning  

2. Priority coastal and marine areas of national, regional 
and local importance

3. Duties and powers for local authorities and relevant 
bodies to promote integrated management
and planning

4. Extended local authority jurisdiction into inshore 
waters

5. A 5-year RTD plan for marine research and technology 
development

6. An ‘amphibious’ foresight agency to support 
sustainable coastal and marine development



The Challenge

The “2030” Test

Will this be a historic landmark piece of legislation 
worthy of a maritime nation?

…or just a re-arrangement of the regulatory 
deckchairs?



bshipman@cornwall.gov.uk

www.coastalsig.lga.gov.uk

www.cornwall.gov.uk
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