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Work is progressing quickly with the Marine Bill and the aim of this conference will be to help a diverse range of stakeholders to get a better understanding of the detail involved in Bill issues and with the developing proposals.
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A one day conference organised by CMS – Coastal Management for Sustainability

Welcome to the conference

This information gives the answers to some of the most frequently raised questions that arise at the conferences we organise.

Conference Outputs



· The Power Point presentations and delegate notes will be available shortly after the event on the  CMS www.coastms.co.uk and CIWEM websites. We will notify you by email when these have been placed on the sites.

· The data from the questions posed and a short report will also be made available.

Questions – Bookings – Receipts – In house information
If you have any questions during the event about bookings, finances, or logistics please see Christina Beech at the registration desk; she will be pleased to help.

Timing  
We will try to ensure that the conference runs on time to allow the allocated time for speakers and as importantly for discussion. A bell will be rung 5 minutes before the start of sessions.

Refreshment Breaks  
In running events in London over the last 15 years we have used  two main refreshment breaks during the day that enable us to split the sessions and breaks more evenly.  A sandwich buffet is available in the first break and sweet course during the second.  

Food        There is always ample food at the events and you can come back for more.  Once you have collected your food could you move away from the serving table.  Catering staff are on hand if you need anything, including extra drinks.

Delegate list   A list of the delegates to 26th June is at the end of the delegate notes.

Evaluation form 
There is a questionnaire and evaluation form at the end of delegate notes; your views will help us improve future events. Please leave these at the registration desk along with your badge when you leave.  

NB Valuables 
If you have anything you value keep it with you i.e. do not leave laptops unattended.

Before you leave   Check you haven’t left anything in the conference hall. 

Please also take any leaflets or reports.

CMS Email Advertising Service – This ‘same day’ service offers a highly successful and cost effective way of circulating advertisements to over 4000 individuals in the aquatic environmental community.  We can circulate Job Vacancies, Conferences & Short Courses, Tender Documents, Market Research, Consultation communication e.g. Newsletters, Website Launches, Project Reports and Outputs.  Further details can be found on the CMS website:  www.coastms.co.uk – click on ‘CMS Email Advertising Service’ at the top of the homepage.
The Marine Bill process has provided people with a considerable volume of material about the key work stream themes both in the initial consultation and now the White Paper. {Web search: Defra Marine Bill]  
Work is progressing quickly with the Marine Bill and the aim of this conference will be to help a diverse range of stakeholders to get a better understanding of the detail involved in Bill issues and with the developing proposals. 

It will allow key issues to be raised and discussed with both the Defra Marine Bill team and the major stakeholders in the process. The objectives of the event will be to:

a) Provide a preliminary feedback on the White Paper consultation

b) Explore a number of major issues that have arisen and will arise in the current phase of the Marine Bill process

c) Use the meeting process to highlight and explore the current key issues to stakeholders

d) Look at the detail behind the proposals

The programme and process for the meeting will be highly interactive and will include:

· An overview and introduction to current position of the Marine Bill 

· An in-depth plenary discussion of three major issues [ 60 minutes each]; 

· The Marine Management Organisation

· The process of Marine Spatial Planning

· Marine Objectives

· Perspectives from industry and NGO’s

· An open space / market place session [65 mins] that will allow delegates to question the Marine Bill theme leaders 1:1 on issues to do with all the main themes of the Bill; the Defra Marine Bill team leaders will be available for this session.

· There will a process set-up during the meeting to highlight key questions/issues that will lead to a final facilitated session with the Defra Marine Bill team and key stakeholder

· There will be high level stakeholder input to all of these sessions with sector champions both presenting key viewpoints as well as helping to facilitate the event.

For further details please contact Bob Earll on 01531 890415 or for information on the event or to book visit the CMS website www.coastms.co.uk 

Programme 

9.45 Introduction   Dave Bench Defra

15 mins + 15  mins Q&A

The Themed sessions will explore a number of issues in detail.

10.15 Theme 1 Marine Management Organisation  
Chairman: Peter Barham  ABP

15 mins + 45 mins Q&A 





Gillian Tuson Defra

11.15 Theme 2 The Process of Marine Spatial Planning    Chairman: Rynd Smith  RTPI

15 mins + 45 mins Q&A   




      Karen Morgan Defra 

12.15 Open Space / Market place
Refreshment break

The idea of this session it to enable delegates to discuss with all the Defra team leaders issues relating to the Bill. The open space – market place format allows 1:1 access. After collecting sandwiches each ‘team’ will take-up a pre-defined point and delegates will be able and be encouraged to ask questions on an informal basis.  

1. Marine Management Organisation    
Gillian Tuson Defra and Peter Barham ABP

2. Marine Spatial Planning      
 


Karen Morgan Defra and Rynd Smith RTPI

3. Marine Nature Conservation 
 


Ian Barrett  Defra

4. Fisheries



Trevor Hutchings Defra and Robert Clark

Sussex Sea Fisheries Committee

5. Licencing




Simon Crabbe Defra and Gordon Edge  BWEA 

6. Other issues – Sustainable Development /Information etc 
Dave Bench  Defra

13.20   Session 3: Chair  Angela Moffat, Natural England

13.20   Marine Objectives – Diana Linskey Defra   (20 mins presentation + 10 mins Q&A)

13.50   Current perspectives on the White Paper and Marine Bill – Wildlife Link speaker tba

14.10   Current perspectives on the White Paper and Marine Bill 
        Peter Barham ABP & Sea User Developer Group

14.30 Break 2 Sweets and refreshments

15.10 Final discussion on key issues identified by the audience - Dave Bench + Stakeholder/s
16.00    Close and refreshments

The Nature Conservation Proposals:

A view from Wildlife and Countryside Link

Kate Reeves

WWF-UK
Link’s full response to the Marine Bill White Paper can be viewed at www.wcl.org.uk.

Please contact Annie Smith – annie.smith@wcl.org.uk –  if you would like more information.

Link warmly welcomes the Government’s recognition of the need for new mechanisms to protect nationally important biodiversity, in particular the commitment to a network of effectively managed Marine Conservation Zones. We are also delighted that the Government has recognised the role of Highly Protected Marine Reserves, where all extractive, additive and otherwise damaging activities are excluded. We welcome the purposes put forward for Marine Conservation Zones and believe these should be included in the Marine Bill. We also strongly support the introduction of new powers to regulate unlicensed activities to protect wildlife, including by-laws and interim (or emergency) measures. 

However, we are concerned that the package of conservation measures, as currently described, is not strong enough to achieve the stated aim, to  (in combination with existing measures) ‘halt the deterioration in the state of the UK’s marine biodiversity and promote recovery where practicable, support healthy functioning and resilient marine ecosystems, ensure environmental considerations are at the heart of decision-making processes, and provide mechanisms that can deliver current and future European and international conservation obligations.’ Our key concerns are as follows:

· A number of phrases in the White Paper undermine otherwise strong proposals by suggesting a disappointingly unambitious attitude to marine biodiversity conservation, for example the statement that MCZs should cover “as small an area as necessary”. We are concerned that this lack of ambition reflects a lack of Government will to deliver effective conservation measures, which could be carried forward into the legislation and its implementation. More generally, we are concerned by the frequent references to ‘balancing’ conflicting interests – environmental, economic and social. We do not agree that the environment is a commodity that can be traded off against other interests - rather, it is the fundamental resource on which all other resources depend.

· We regret that we do not see significant improvements in the proposed mechanism for site designation to that which has allowed almost total failure to designate Marine Nature Reserves under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981). Link believes that the Marine Bill should contain a duty for the Government to designate a comprehensive, representative network of MCZs, within a specified timetable and with regular reporting requirements. This duty should be linked to the purposes for MCZs outlined in the White Paper, which we believe should be included in the Marine Bill. In addition, we believe the Statutory Nature Conservation Agencies (SNCAs) should have a duty to undertake the designation process (including site selection, consultation and confirmation).

· The proposed management framework for MCZs relies largely on indirect controls and as such, we are concerned that it would be very difficult to create properly protected MCZs, especially Highly Protected Marine Reserves; we seek reassurance that where the SNCAs identify that a site should be a HPMR this will be achievable. We suggest a brief management scheme should be developed for all sites, and advocate that the SNCAs will need to play a very proactive role in guiding all authorities in exercising their functions to ensure MCZ objectives are met.
· We welcome the commitment to impact assessment in relation to proposed activities affecting MCZs, and also the statement that advice and guidance will be provided to businesses on where activities may be of concern. However, we are concerned that the set of proposals on licensing activities on MCZs imply that, generally, projects will be permitted rather than refused. In particular, the proposals interpreting ‘in the public interest’ need to be considerably strengthened. With the proposals as set out, we anticipate it would be very hard to defend an MCZ against all manner of activities. 

· We are concerned that the proposed timetable for completion of the MCZ network (2020) fails to meet existing commitments, including those under OSPAR and the World Summit on Sustainable Development, to the delivery of a coherent network of well-managed Marine Protected Areas (by 2010 and 2012 respectively). We want to see greater urgency with regard to site designation and management, to safeguard marine biodiversity and resources, and ensure marine ecosystems continue to deliver goods and services.

· Better clarity is needed regarding the frequent references in the White Paper to habitats and species that are “rare”, “threatened”, “globally or regionally significant”, “important”, “of national value” and “representative”. We urge Defra to ensure that the list of Nationally Important Marine Features (NIMFs) is completed, and we suggest that NIMFs, together with BAP habitats and species, OSPAR priorities and others will be important in the implementation of the Marine Bill. We suggest the SNCAs should have a duty to refer to these in developing proposals for MCZs and providing advice to the MMO and others on use of other nature conservation tools. 

Climate change is already altering the marine environment, and further changes are inevitable. Allowing biodiversity to adapt to climate change is one of the key challenges we face, and resilient marine ecosystems play an important role in mitigating climate change impacts. We strongly believe this makes the protection of marine biodiversity an even greater imperative. The World Conservation Union (IUCN) has recently identified Marine Protected Areas, and Highly Protected Marine Reserves (HPMRs) in particular, as a vital tool in adapting to climate change.
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Meeting Evaluation

1. Name:__________________________  Phone No: __________________

2. How valuable did you find the meeting? (circle)


Not valuable 



 Very valuable



1   
      2      
  3  
    4

  5

What would you do to improve the event?  Comment
*_______________________________________________________

*_______________________________________________________

What are the key questions that remain to be answered?

*_______________________________________________________

*_______________________________________________________

*_______________________________________________________

Using the post-it below - list the most important question using the main bill themes: MMO, MSP, Marine Conservation, Fisheries, Licencing, Marine Objectives, Other
PLEASE LEAVE BEHIND OR SEND TO CMS by fax 01531 890415
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