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Aims
• Prevent deterioration, enhance status of aquatic ecosystems 

& associated wetland
• Promote sustainable water use
• Reduce pollution from priority substances

• Prevent deterioration/reduce pollution of groundwater
• Contribute to mitigating effects of floods/droughts



High-level Planning Process

Understanding the 
River Basin

Agreed 
Sustainable
Objectives

Agreed 
Programmes 
of Measures

Do it



What water bodies does the WFD 
cover?

Artificial waterbodies
ecosystems
Wetland/terrestrial

Lakes

Rivers

Estuaries

Coastal waters

Groundwater



Surface water status•
assessed using:

– Ecological status
– Chemical status

Zn, Cu, PCB 
Pb, PAH….

e.g N&P

• Groundwater status
assessed using:

– Quantitative
– Chemical

Zn, Cu, PCB
Pb, PAH….

Status Objectives

• Default objective is “good SW/GW status”



WFD Objectives
� Surface Waters

� Status Objectives
� No Deterioration
� Cessation/reduction 

of pollution from PS 
and PHS

� Protected Areas

� Groundwaters
� Status Objectives
� No Deterioration
� Prevention or limit 

input of pollutants
� Trend reversal
� Protected Area



Status Objectives
� Alternative Objectives

� extended deadline
� less stringent objectives
� different objectives for Heavily Modified 

and Artificial water bodies
� different objectives for new modifications 

and new sustainable development 
activities

� Only apply where certain conditions are met



Programmes of Measures
Programme of measures

- set out within RBMP
- sets out the plan of how to meet WFD Environmental
Objectives

Supplementary measures
- optional
- non-exhaustive list of measures
- projects, initiatives, codes
of practice

Basic measures
- obligatory
- existing EU Legislation
- controls on main pressures



River Basin Districts



River Basin Management Plan
� Statutory strategic regional plan for water
� List the environmental objectives for each 

water body
� Summary of Programmes of Measures
� Approved by Secretary of State and/or 

National Assembly for Wales



1st River Basin Management cycle

1. Inception stage:
Jan - Dec 2006 (12 months)

• Establish River Basin District Liaison Panels
• Initial understanding of RBD issues
• Produce RBD Statement of Steps and Statement of Steps and 
Consultation MeasuresConsultation Measures)

* Consultation: 6 months – start winter 2006 * 



Stakeholder engagement
National

River Basin
District

Catchment

Liaison Panel
(co-deliverers) 

National
Stakeholder Group

Existing 
networks

Existing networks 
& activitiesCommunity

Agency-led 
initiatives

Environment Agency facilitated links



Stakeholder engagement

RBD level:
Liaison Panels

• 15 co-deliverers representative of the interests in the RBD 
• Their roles will be:

- discussion and negotiation about the content of the RBMP and the
measures which should be put in place;

- scrutinising the ongoing river basin planning process;
- tracking and chasing up progress with implementation.

• Meetings approximately once every three months



1st River Basin Management cycle

2. Significant issues stage:
October 2006 – July 2007 (10 months)

• Identify main pressures, risks and impacts
• Identify default environmental objectives 
• High level strategic assessment including possible 

scenarios for the Programme of Measures
• Produce Summary of Significant Water Management Summary of Significant Water Management 

IssuesIssues
* Consultation: 6 months - start summer 2007 * 



1st River Basin Management cycle

3. Draft RBMP stage:
Aug 2007 - Dec 2008 (17 months)

Development of scenarios for the Programme of Measures
• Detailed analysis of cost effectiveness and 

disproportionate costs
• Suggest alternative objectives for each scenario
• Produce draft River Basin Management Plan draft River Basin Management Plan 

* Consultation: 6 months - start winter 2008 *



River Basin Management Plan
� Statutory strategic regional plan for water
� List the environmental objectives for each 

water body
� Summary of Programmes of Measures
� Approved by Secretary of State and/or 

National Assembly for Wales and/or Scottish 
Executive



Complexity - Role of Economics
� Cost effectiveness analysis
� Disproportionate cost analysis
� Collaborative Research Programme



Types of Measures
� Policies

� Prevent Deterioration
� Opportunistic improvements

� Spatially based
� National, RBD, catchment, coastal zone

� Site specific
� discharge, weir, contaminated land site

� Basic and supplementary



Complexity - pressures
Percent cumulative nos of RBC & Biology waterbodies-England & Wales
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Complexity - institutions
� Public bodies



British Waterways
Conservation Boards
Countryside Agency
Countryside Council for Wales
Centre for Environment, Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Science (including the 
Fish Health Inspectorate)

Coast Protection Boards
Coastal Landowners
Crown Estate Commission
Department for Transport
Drinking Water Inspectorate
English Nature
Food Standards Agency
Forestry Commission
Government sponsored partnerships
Highway Authorities
Internal Drainage Boards
Local Fisheries Committees

Local Authorities in England and Wales
Local Authorities in Scotland
Maritime and Coastguard Agency
Ministry of Defence
National Assembly for Wales
National Parks Authorities (including 

Norfolk and Suffolk Broads Authority)
Navigation, Harbour and Conservancy 

Authorities
OFWAT
Port Health Authorities
Regional Assemblies
Regional Development Agencies
Rural Development Commission
Scottish Environment Protection Agency
Scottish Executive
Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency
Scottish Fisheries Research Services
Scottish Natural Heritage



1st River Basin Management cycle

4. Final RBMP stage:
Jan - Dec 2009 (12 months)

Review of consultation responses and final appraisal
• Select preferred scenario, including final objectives and 

summary of the Programme of Measures
• Submit to Secretary of State/National Assembly for Wales 

for approval
• Publish first RBMP first RBMP – Dec 2009



1st River Basin Management cycle

* Government submits first RBMP to 
European Commission  - March 2010 *

5. Implementation stage:
Jan 2010 - Dec 2012 (3 years)

• Programme of Measures fully operational (end Dec 2012)
• Limited adjustments to Programme of Measures as needed
• Programme of Measures implementation progress reportProgramme of Measures implementation progress report

(by end Dec 2012)



1st River Basin Management cycle

6. Ongoing implementation & review 
stage:

Jan 2013 - Dec 2015 (3 years) 

• Ongoing implementation of the Programme of Measures, 
with limited adjustments as needed

• Review of first cycle of river basin planning
• Second cycle of river basin planning started (planning 

stages completed)
• First cycle of river basin planning completed (by end 

Dec 2015)



Further Information

www. environment-agency.gov.uk/wfd Briefing notes

e-mail: waterframeworkdirective@environment-agency.gov.uk



Further Information
� 13 December - Defra/WAG consultation on 

River Basin Planning Guidance
� December - Agency’s framework for river 

basin planning - summary
� January - Agency’s framework for river basin 

planning 
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