
An introduction to MCCIP and our first 
Annual Report Card



Key objective

The transfer of marine climate change impact evidence 
to decision-makers. 



MCCIP – A brief history…

The UK government has set out a vision for…

‘clean, safe, healthy, productive and 
biologically diverse oceans and seas’

yet as recently as 2005, ‘charting progress’, was unable to assess the 
potential impacts of climate change on the UK’s marine environment. 
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Sponsoring partners

http://www.wwf-uk.org/
http://www.gov.gg/
http://www.wwf-uk.org/
http://www.wales.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.je/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
http://www.sepa.org.uk/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/
http://www.snh.org.uk/
http://www.ccw.gov.uk/
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
http://www.wwf-uk.org/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.doeni.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.gg/


Scientific partners on the SG

http://www.sahfos.ac.uk/
http://www.cru.uea.ac.uk/
http://www.ukcip.org.uk/


Developing a successful partnership

MCCIP aims to… 

• be a 1st stop for both marine specialists and non-specialists

• provide a definitive source of evidence-based scientific advice

• stay away from policy

• be valued as more than a ‘talking shop’

• actively encourage two-way dialogue

• contribute to the development of an integrated marine climate impacts 
monitoring programme



The Annual Report Card
• An at-a-glance report on marine climate change impacts

• First card ‘sets the scene’, reviewing broad scale UK picture

• Summary of climate change in the marine environment

• Impacts of change on our vision for seas that are:

– healthy and biologically diverse; 
– clean and safe; 
– and (commercially) productive.



Scope of the report card

Understanding climate change impacts requires a synthesis 
of information across marine ecosystems which should be:

Clean, healthy, safe, productive & biologically diverse

•Coastal    
Flooding
•HABs
•Pollution
•Nutrient 
Enrichment

•Oceanography
•Seabed ecology
•Fish
•Plankton
•Seabirds
•Mammals
•Intertidal species
•Non-Natives

•Shipping
•Fisheries
•Aquaculture
•Tourism
•Built Structures



Report card structure



Report card structure



Online ARC

Online version also has:

E-mail feedback address and FAQs

Glossary

Hard copy is limited to headline messages

Full reports with:

Executive summaries

Supporting evidence / references

Online version allows us to expand greatly upon key themes.

www.mccip.org.uk/arc



Key Messages

• We are observing large changes in the marine environment which 

are driven in part by climate change

• Impacts at all trophic levels but wider ecosystem responses are 

not well understood

• Large knowledge gaps exist.

Although knowledge is weak in some areas, the ARC 
suggests marine climate change will have significant impacts 
across our marine ecosystem



A Great Big Thanks….

To…

Over 30 scientists from 16 organisations who

kindly contributed to this years report card

Sign up for our newsletter

Get the report card

Check out our website www.mccip.org.uk
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