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Introduction to The Marine Estate

Covers 850,000 km² - 3 times the size of the UK

Manages 9 key commercial activities:

ωAggregate Extraction
ωOff shore Wind Renewable Energy
ωWave & Tidal Renewable Energy
ωAquaculture ςFish Farms
ωCables & Pipelines
ωCarbon Capture and Storage
ωNatural Gas Storage

All these activities compete for space, 
interact with each other and other users of 
The Marine Estate and impact 
environmental features

The Crown Estate NEEDS robust, 
transparent, evidence based Marine 
Spatial Planning



Marine Spatial Planning - Definitions

Maritime Spatial Planning is a tool for improved decision making. It provides a framework for 
arbitrating between competing human activities and managing their impact on the marine 
environment. Its objective is to balance sectoral interests and achieve sustainable use of 
marine resources in line with ǘƘŜ 9¦ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅέΦ

The roadmap of Maritime Spatial Planning, published by the European Commission in November 2008

Maritime Spatial Planning is a public process of analyzing and allocating the spatial and 
temporal distribution of human activities in marine areas to achieve ecological,economic and 
social objectives that are usually specified through a political process.

A working definition developed by UNESCO (Ehler& Fouvere, 2009)


