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A  NERC Water Security Knowledge Exchange Programme 
& Defra Conference

The EU Blueprint to Safeguard Europe’s Water
Highlighting the Critical Issues for the UK

January 11th 2012, SOAS London

The aim of the conference is to raise awareness and brief a wide range of stakeholders on the EU’s Blueprint to Safeguard Europe’s Water process. It will in particular focus on a number of the technical issues that have been raised by the process including:  the strategic vision for Europe’s water, water scarcity, research and innovation, ecosystem goods and services, climate change impacts, closer integration of WFD- CAP objectives and water footprinting with a view to scoping the issues that enables responses from participating organisations and individuals. 
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     Please circulate to colleagues who may be interested

This conference has bee arranges under the auspices of the NERC Water Security Knowledge Exchange Programme www.nerc.ac.uk/using/keprog/water.asp


A conference organised by CMS – Communications and Management for Sustainability in partnership with CIWEM

The EU Blueprint to Safeguard Europe’s Water
Highlighting the Critical Issues for the UK
January 11th 2012, SOAS London

Introduction

Since the adoption of the Water Framework Directive in 2000, EU water policy has made another step change by taking an integrated approach on the basis of the concept of river basin management aimed at achieving good status of all EU waters by 2015. However, as pointed out by the European Environment Agency’s 2010 State of the Environment Report, the achievement of EU water policy goals appears far from certain due to a number of old and emerging challenges. The Blueprint to Safeguard Europe’s Water will be the EU policy response to these challenges. It will aim to ensure good quality water in sufficient quantities for all legitimate uses. The time horizon for the Blueprint is 2020 since it is closely related to the EU 2020 Strategy and in particular, our planned Resource Efficiency Road map.

Thinking on the Blueprint process has been underway for some time, and in the autumn a House of Lords enquiry has commenced. There is still considerable debate about the themes that the Blueprint process will cover and this event will help shed light on that process.

The aim of the conference is to raise awareness and brief a wide range of stakeholders on the EU’s Blueprint to Safeguard Europe’s Water process. It will in particular focus on a number of the technical issues that have been raised by the process including:  the strategic vision for Europe’s water, water scarcity, research and innovation, ecosystem goods and services, climate change impacts, closer integration of WFD-CAP objectives and water footprinting with a view to scoping the issues that enables responses from participating organisations and individuals. 

The objectives of the conference are to:
· To raise awareness and brief a wide range of stakeholders about the EU Blueprint for saving Europe’s Water Process and the UK’s contribution to this
· To cover the main themes highlighted by the Blueprint process including 
· the strategic vision for Europe’s water 
· water scarcity 
· research and innovation 
· ecosystem goods and services 
· climate change impacts 
· closer integration of WFD- CAP objectives 
· water footprinting 
· To scope the implications for UK plc – seeking and capturing the delegates inputs
· To prepare a short report highlighting the main issues arising from these themes

Format:  
The programme will begin with ‘perspectives’ presentations from the EU and Defra and will then cover the technical issues outlined below. There will be an allocation of 50% presentation time and 50% questions and answers for the particular topics
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Programme 

9.45	Welcome to the conference    
9.45 – 9.50   Welcome and introduction to the conference 
Chairman Alan Jenkins Water Science Director, Centre for Ecology & Hydrology [Water Security Knowledge Exchange Programme WSKEP]

9.50  -  10.50  The EU perspective of the Blueprint process  Peter Gamelltoft  European Commission 
Two 30 minute slots 15 minute presentation and 15 minutes Q&A
· The first looking at the overall direction of this policy initiative
· The second covering the supporting work on particular technical themes e.g. water security

10.50   A Defra perspective of the Blue Print process Contacts	 Sonia Phippard  Defra 
 30 minutes – 15 presentation and 15 minutes Q&A

11.20  The strategic vision for Europe’s water – Reflections on inputs to the House of Lords EU Environment & Agriculture subcommittee 			speaker to be confirmed

11.50 -12.30 First break – Sandwiches and refreshments 

Session 2  Chairman: Phil Heads  Interim Director, Strategy & Partnerships, 
Natural Environment Research Council

12.30  Water scarcity  			Trevor Bishop Environment Agency & Colin Fenn 

 13.00 Research and innovation    			Alan Jenkins Water Science Director Centre for Ecology & Hydrology & Water Security Knowledge Exchange Programme WSKEP

13.30  Ecosystem goods and services and its application to policy      Robert Bradburne Defra 

14.00 -14.40 Second break – Cake and refreshments 
Session 3   Chairman: 

14.40   Climate change impacts with special regard to WFD  	David Baxter Environment 											Agency

15.10   Closer integration of WFD - CAP objectives     			Claire McCamphill Defra 

15.40   Water Footprinting       						Rose Timlett WWF-UK

16.10   Conclusion 
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The Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) is an independent professional body and registered charity, advancing the science and practice of water and environment management for a clean, green and sustainable world. www.ciwem.org    
The Venue: The venue is the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS), Russell Square, London. This is a new, air conditioned lecture theatre, with all the modern AV aids and professional projectionists; there will be ample space to accommodate the anticipated delegate numbers.
Accommodation:  There is a wide range of accommodation available in the area and delegates will receive a hotel list when they book.
The Organisers: The conference is being organised by Bob Earll of Communications and Management for Sustainability (CMS), in partnership with the CIWEM.

The conference is free to attend 

The booking form below should be completed before the event. 

1. The conference includes food and refreshments and the conference papers
1. Delegates with special needs should make this clear on booking

Only Post-Doc or PhD students can attend

Further details from Bob Earll:  Phone/Fax 01531 890415  Joining details – maps, directions and hotels – programme are on the CMS website: www.coastms.co.uk  or Email:  bob.earll@coastms.co.uk 

.................................................................................................................................................................................
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Name____________________________________Organisation______________________________________________
 (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE]	      	
Address____________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________    Telephone  ________________________________

It is essential for both pre and post conference communication that we have your email address:
Email address _______________________________________ Job Title _________________________________________  
I am happy for my Email address to be included on the CMS Emailing System   Y / N
I am happy to receive CIWEM email updates Y / N     
Please return completed booking forms to:  CMS, Candle Cottage, Kempley, Glos GL18 2BU



The NERC Water Security Knowledge Exchange Programme

This conference has been arranged under the auspices of the NERC Water Security Knowledge Exchange Programme www.nerc.ac.uk/using/keprog/water.asp or contact Isabella Tindall cit@ceh.ac.uk +44 (0) 1492 692639
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