
Marine Spatial Planning ï

maximising opportunities, learning from experience

Mat Cork & Paolo Pizzolla



Background

ÅDraft planning boundaries for MSP 

(England & Offshore)

ÅSpatial focus already established ï

practical and biogeographic 

considerations

ÅProvides an opportunity to review 

sectorally based activities under a 

spatial structure



The Potential of Marine Spatial Planning

Recreation
Renewables

Shipping

Fishing
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Sectoral Management:
Inconsistent objectives, values, principles 

Organisational complexity

Inequality

Marine Spatial Planning:

Common objectives, values, principles

Focussed organisational structures 

Consistent monitoring and management

Level playing field.



Marine Spatial Planning - The New Black?

Á ICZM

Á EC definition ï8 principles (2002)

Á Scaling up and embedding

Á Will MSP deliver itôs promise to 

offer a more focussed and rational 

approach to sustainable 

management of the marine 

environment?



Donôt we already do this? Strategies & Policies

ÅIrish Sea Pilot

ÅCoastal Partnerships

ÅSEA process

ÅCompliance with EU Directives 

(Natura, WFD) ïOffshore 

Conservation Objectives

ÅThe development of the MPA 

network

BUT

MSP can provide the structure for 

these initiatives to be brought 

together as a functional whole



Donôt we already do this?Principles for the UK

ÁFrom Pre-consultation on Draft UK Marine Policy Statement

ÁConducted in a manner that is consistent with statutory 

requirements under UK and EU legislation and our obligations 

under international law;

ÁConducted in a way that takes into account all of the relevant UK 

administrationsô policy objectives affecting the marine area 

ÁConducted in a manner that takes account of other relevant 

projects, programmes, plans and national policies and guidance;

ÁParticipative and informed by points raised by consultees and 

stakeholders;

ÁStreamlined where possible, making effective use of existing data;

ÁForward looking including horizon scanning to anticipate possible 

future demands; and 

ÁBased on an ecosystem approach.

MCZ 

Process


